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NICOSIA (API — a Ldoa«, 

Syria to end its 30-vcar«^J^^. hainan ri Sh« Sronp Friday called on 
lift the ban on IndSSfi JSS55*®^« rclcMe 3,1 political prisoners, 
pwip, Article lSdft^ , 25^.E anM if . and aboCsh censorship. The 
Al Assad to coinddc ^ ,f> a kttCT 10 Prwdort Hafez 

Mondjqr. Syria aSS-TS,?* ®™venauy of the law, which foils 
by the nw-rttiing aS, bLS 5 ^?^!!" livcr5ai y of the 1963 coop fed 
emergency law has bcS ««?■ Article 19 srid the 
oon-goveramem political ^PP" 58 a number of 

Action and the Muslim i£^rt^L. mc S ld "^ **“ °i Communist 
arretted, tortured and -T ofitica ^ SUJ P ecls h«* been 

cfa-BT^rtal for long 
"Thais of such susnea* d ^ a ® es * d* gn»P said m its fetter, 

below the mtein^tiSSSlS^L!^^ when ^ Idhav « ■*»!» Wen 
listed a number of?amSrf^^“- pKra and are randy pubSc." It 
first secretary of thS^” including RfedAfThit, 

arrested in 1980 a* 1^L2“!IISIi n, ? t Pait y.P 0,[tl »ro. It said he was 
u nas “Sen held sinoe without charge or trim. 





Iraiiand^deiBandsBritiA extracts be canceled 

NICOSIA (AP) — With Tehran-London ties strained over the Salman 
Rushdie affair, a senior Iranian deric Friday demanded that the 
government cancel trade agreements with Britain. Tehran Radio re- 
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King attends 
Mutah celebration 

(Petra) — His Majesty 
long Hussein Friday attended a 
grand celebration at Mutah Uni- 
versity marking the 800th 
-anniversary of the death of Mus- 
• ‘ <pin> leader Saladin who was born 
in Iraq on 1137 and died in 
Damascus on 1193. King Hussein 
was received upon arriving at the 
celebration site by Mutah Uni- 
versity President Mohammad 
Adnan A1 Bakhit, members of 
the Royal Commission of Mntab 
University and members of the 
university’s deans council. Dr. 
Bakhit delivered an address in 
j which he welcomed King Hussein 
and lauded the role played by 
i Saltan Saladin in liberating the 
Holy City of Jerusalem from the 
invading Crusaders. Dr. Bakhit 
said Sultan Saladin, who was bom 
in Iraq and grew up m Baalbak, 
Lebanon, unified the lands of 
Egypt, Greater Syria, Iraq and 
Yemen into one state. 

-, * Rockets land in 
J Israeli-held zone 

TYRE, Lebanon (R) — Guerril- 
las fired two Katyusha rockets 
into Israel's self-declared “secur- 
ity zone" in South Lebanon 
Thursday night and both fell near 
the Isareli border, security 
sources said Friday. They said 
artillery responded by lobbing 
eight rounds towards the laun- 
ching sites. The Israeli army said 
Thursday one Katyusha hit the 
western part of the zone but there 
were no casualties or damage. A 
spokesman for a U.N. 
peacekeeping force in South 
Lebanon said Fijian troops found 
and dismantled two Katyushas 
- linked to a timer on Thursday 
aftenioon. Hizbollah (Party of 
God) said its guerrillas attacked a 
patrol of the Israeli-backed South 
Lebanon Army (SLA) militia on 
tiie edge of the zone Thursday, 
killing four militiamen. 

Yeltsin, Clinton to 
gpeet in Canada 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi- 
j dent Bill Clinton and Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin will hold 
tbcsr April summit in Vancouver, 
Canada, U.S. and Russian offi- 
cials said Friday. The summit, 
originally billed as a one-way 
meeting, will be held over two 
days, April 3-4. said the U.S. 
sources. 

i Ridley dies at 64 

LONDON (R) — Former British 
cabinet minister Lord Ridley, 
who resigned from the govern- 
ment three years ago in a row 
over anti-German remarks, has 
Vdied, a source close to the family 
■ J wsaid Friday. Ridley, 64, was an 
outspoken critic of closer ties with 
Europe and a stalwart of the 
government of former Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher. Rid- 
ley, an acerbic figure from the 
right wing of the ruling Conserva- 
tives, resigned as trade and indus- 
try secretary in 1990 over a maga- 
i tine interview in which he ac- 
cused the Germans of using prop- 
osed monetary union as a tool to 
take over Europe. He served in 
Thatcher's cabinet for most of the 
1980s, as transport, environment 
i and then trade secretary. 

Turkey to probe 
radical Islam 

.ANKARA (R) — School inspec- 
; Sots in Turkey will visit the 
mainly-Kurdish southeast to 
‘check reports that Muslim fun- 
damentalists are spreading prop- 
aganda in schools there, the 
education minister said .Friday. 
Koksal Toptan told the Anatolia 
news agency recent press reports 
and complaints had spurred the 
ministry to send five inspectors to 
tiie province of Batman, where 
-the Hizbollah (Party of God) 
militants are said to be spreading 
propaganda. 
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Ayatollah Jannati said Mr. Rushdie s Feb. 4 meeting with Britain s 
Foreign Office Minister Douglas Hogg was meant to -shatter Islam's 
dignity and open dae way for anyone to insult Muslim sanctities, and re 
force Iran to surrender to Britain’s wishes.” In radio remarks monitored 
in Nicosia, be called on the Iranian parliament to “review ,.x with 
Britain, and “if needed, to cancel several contracts.” Ayatollah Jannati 
said trade between Tehran and London amounted to about SI billion per 
year. “The same things or goods we are buying from Britain can be bought 
from other countries.” he said. Tehran- London ties have been strained 
ever since Iran’s late Ayatollah Ruhotiah Khomeini said in February I9S9 
that Mr. Rushdie should be killed for insulting Islam in his novel, “The 
Satanic Verses.” Ayatollah Jannati said the ruling was “a divine edict 
which, sooner or later, trill be implemented.” 


Price: Jordan 100 fils; Saudi Arabia 1.50 riyals; IIAE 1-50 dir hams 


Police expect more 

arrests in blast at 
World Trade Centre 

25-year-old Arab arraigned in New York 


•NEW YORK (Agencies) — In- 
vestigation of the bom bin g of the 
World Trade Centre zeroed hi 
Friday on Muslim fundamental- 
ists in die United States after a 
young Arab was charged with the 
attack. 

New York Gty Police Commis- 
sioner Raymond Kelly said mote 
arrests were expected in the case 
which a federal prosecutor de- 
scribed as “the single most des- 
tructive act of terrorism ever 
committed in America.” 

“That is a distinct possibility 
(more arrests),” he said in an 
interview with ABC Television's 
Good Morning America. 

on the motive of MdSanroS 
Salameh, the man arrested 
Thnraday and charged as die buil- 
der of the massive bomb that 
destroyed three floors of die 
twin-tower complex, ItiDed five 
persons and injured more than 
1,000. 

“We’ve got someone who we 
think was a significant player m 
this incident. We are hoping for 
developments similar to this. We 
are certainly not precluding that 
others were involved,” Mr. Kelly 
SaWl "-' - • 

A federal law officer . saw,, 
however, that key people linked 
'to the suspect in the bombing had 

Snags hit ! 

Afghanistan 
peace pact 

ISLAMABAD (R) — Rival 
Afghan leaders said Friday a 
peace accord to end their bloody 
dvil war was in right, ahhoiuh 
differences remained over who j 
would hold the powerful position ! 
of defence minister. 

“I expect good news will soon 
be in the air about the positive 
results of the talks,” said Gulbud- 
(fin Hekmatyar, powerful chief of 
j the hardline dissident Hezb-e- 
Islami party. 

Clashes erupted overnight in 
the capital Kabul when the army 
repulsed an attempt by the 
minority Shiite Hezb-e-Wahdat 
party to retake positions lost in 
battles last month. 

Exchanges of rockets and artil- 
lery boomed over the western 
suburbs for four hours into the 
early morning, sending Kabul re- 
sidents fleeing For their lives. 

Hezb-e-Islami accused the 
-army of shelling its positions, but 
the Defence Ministry said the 
misunderstanding was cleared up 
after Hezb-e-Islami was informed 
it was not the target. 

“I have come to Pakistan with 
the intention of reaching an 
agreement,” Mr. Hekmatyar said 
m a speech in the northwestern 
Pakistani dty of Peshawar. A 
representative remained m Isla- 
mabad to take part in talks, be 
said. 

(Continued on page 5) 


disappeared and might have fled 
to the Middle East. 

Investigators “know a few of 
the people involved with 
(Salameh). We can't say whether 
it is four or five, or 12 or 15,” the 
official told the Associated Press 
on the condition of anonymity. 

. It. was not dear if those sought 
were suspects. 

Federal agents continued to 

a dear motive i^tbe^omUng. 
Saiameh was arrested when tried 
to get hack his $400 deposit fur 
the rented van believed to have 
held the bomb. 

- Salameh, 25, described as a 
follower of a radical Egyptian 
deric. Sheikh Omar Abdul Rah- 
man, was ordered held without 
ba9 Thursday. 

Sheikh Abdul Rahman, 54 and 
blind, has fived in self-imposed 
exile in New Jersey since 1990. 
He was acquitted a decade ago in 
Egypt on charges that he sanc- 
tioned the 1981 assassination of 
President Anwar Sadat 

But in a statement .released 
Friday through an Arab- 
American community leader in 
Nor.YMic, tiie shc&fa “nue- 
■qi&pamf detwfmeedth^ bortb- 


Dr. M.T. Mehdi, secretary- 
general of the . National Council 


on Islamic Affairs, said the 
sheikh told him in a telephone 
call from the Detroit area: “The 
Holy Koran commands rise faith- 
ful not to' commit ag g re ssi on... 
the bombing of the World Trade 
Centre cmdd> not have been done 
by a true Muslim." 

Investigators were led to 
Salameh by a 46-ccntimetre piece 
of aide found in the rubble under 
die twin towers, where the bomb 
■exploded. The' scrap bore the 
vehicle identification number of a 
van Salameh had rented from a 
Ryder dealership just across the 
Hudson River in Jersey City 
After the blast, Salameh re- 
ported the van stolen and went to 
the dealership three times to get 
his deposit back, handing over 
rental papers that a government 
source said were, covered with 
nitrates. Nitrates are found in 
some explosives, and traces were 
Found at tiie blast site. 

Federal Bureau of Investiga- 
tions (FBI) agents were trailing 
For the Jersey Cfty resident when 
be showed up at the Ryder deal- 
ership Thursday morning. 

“He didn’t want to give up that 
$400,” said Patrick Galasso, the 
riStid-ageriL - = •• •-• - 

Authorities were still uncertain 

(Continued on page 5) 



Israel 

seals 

Gaza 

home 


A Palestinian woman Friday passes Israeli soMSers patroffing Arab East Jerusalem (AFP photo) 

75 feared killed in crash 
near Macedonian capital 


Palestinians to visit U.S. 
for talks on peace process 


TUNIS (Agencies) —* Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (FLO) 
officials said Friday they expected 
Palestinian negotiators to meet 
U.S. officials In Washingt o n soon 
to taft about Middle East peace 
talks. 

One official said (he PLO gave 
permission to negotiators to visit 
Washington to “go deeper into 
the U.S. proposals” after a meet- 
ing in Tunis of its Executive 
Committee. 

The officials did not say who 
wifi go. 

Lebanese Prime Minister Rafik 
AI-Hariri said Thursday his coun- 
try wifi go to the next roundof 
U.S.-sponsored Middle East 
peace talks, which Washington 
expects to start in April. 

But Faisal AI Hnsseim, the 
head of the Palestinian delega- 
tion, e x pressed reservations over 
a U.S. plan to restart the tafia 
Thursday, saying ‘‘ am bigui ti es” 
had emerged in U.S. Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher’s prop- 


Egypt received Thursday a 
message from Mr. Christopher 
regarding the peace process, a 
Cairo Foreign Ministry official 
said. 

The official sod the message 
from Mr. Christopher to Foreign 
Minister Anar Moussa was part of 
consultations regarding toe re- 
sumption of tire Middle East 
peace talks in Washington- 
He said that April 19 was the 
date suggested by the U.S. Mr. 
Christophers message was re- 
layed by U.S. Ambassador to 
Egypt Robert PeUctreau to Mr. 


SKOPJE, Macedonia (Age odes) 
— Seventy-five people were 
feared killed Friday when a Fok- 
‘ ker passenger plane plunged 400 
metres to the ground shortly after 
it took off from the Macedonian 
capital, Macedonian radio said, 

Goutrollens at Skopje's Petro- 
vac airport said the Fokker 100; 
owned by tiie Macedonian com- 
pany. Palair, “Fell out of the sky,”' 
one minute after it took off for 
Zurich just after noon (1100 
GMT). It was believed to be 
carrying 97 people. 

The radio said 75 bodies were 
believed to be m the wreckage of 
the twin tmfrofan aircraft, which 
came down in a field about 11 
kilometres east of Skopje near 
the village of Ararinovo. 

Four of 22 injured survivors 
taken to hospital had died and 
another five were fighting for 
their lives, the radio said. Witnes- 
ses said at least 14 of the injured 
had horrific burns. 

The director of Skopje airport, 
Dlagoje Fdipovski, raid be,' did 


not know the cause of the crash 
or have the passengers’ nationali- 
ties. 

Belgrade Radio said an initial 
investigation indicated that one 
of the jet's two engines apparent- 
ly foiled during takeoff on a flight 
to Zurich, Switzerland. 

The Fokker 100 crashed about 
500 metres from the end of the 
Tunway in .heavy , snow,, airport 
officials said. They raid visibility 
was only about 400 metres. 

All that remained of the jet was 
half the cockpit and one engine 
with a small piece of the plane 
attached. Charred wreckage was 
strewn over a snow-dusted field. 

Fokker spokesman Led Stejan 
said m Amsterdam that the three 
members of the cockpit crew — a 
Dutch pilot, Macedonian co-pilot 
and Swiss flight engineer — all 
died. 

TWo of the three Macedonian 
stewardesses survived, according 
to unconfirmed reports, he said. 

The airport was closed, and 
helicopters and U.N. soldiers sta- 


tioned in the former Yugoslavia 
republic assisted in rescue opera- 
tions. The military hospital 
appealed via radio for blood. 

The crash occurred more than 
160 kilometres from any fighting 
in former Yugoslavia.- 

Macedonia has avoided the 
bloody conflict that has wracked 
two other former Yugoslav re- 
publics that declared independ- 
ence Croatia and Bosnia- 
" Herzegovina. However, “few 
countries have recognised Mace- 
donia because of objections by 
neighbouring Greece to its name 
— the same as that of a northern 
Greek province. 

Fokker spokesman Bart van 
Veen said die plane was leased to 
Palair. The Fokker 100 is a 100- 
seat twin engine jet designed for 
short and medium-length flights. 
Introduced in tiie late 1980s, it is 
the Amsterdam-based manufac- 
turer’s latest model and the main- 
stay of its fleet. 

Fokker N.V. said Palair had 
leased die plane one month ago. 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) 
— Israeli army Friday sealed the 
family home of a Palestinian sus- 
pected of stabbing to death two 
Israelis and wounding nine others 
in an attack in Te! Aviv, military 
officials said. 

Palestinian sources said Ziyad 
Salim Silmi, 19, in custody since* 
Monday's attack, had lived in the 
house in the occupied Gaza Strip 
with his parents and nine siblings. 

In the occupied West Bank 
town of Jenin, troops captured 
Yousef Irshid, 25, a leader of :he 
Black Panthers, who is suspected 
of killing Palestinian collabor- 
ators and attacking soldiers, 
military sources said. 

' Palestinians said he was shot 
and wounded in the leg when he 
tried to evade arrest. 

Police said Thursday they had 
arrested an Israeli truck driver for 
the killing of an elderly Palesti- 
nian two days ago. 

Police said the man, who they 
identified only as a Jerusalem 
resident, said he opened fire after 
his truck was stoned going 
through an Arab East Jerusalem 
neighbourhood on Tuesday. 
Ghaleb Misk, 75, was shot dead. 

The army said three Palesti- 
nians were shot and wounded in 
the occupied West Bank Thurs- 
day. It said two youths had been 
brought to hospital in Ramallah 
with gunshot wounds in their legs 
and it was checking how they 
were wounded. 

Soldiers shot and wounded a 
28-year-old Arab who had stoned 
Israeli vehicles outside of Beit 
Jallah near Bethlehem, the army 
said. 

fin tiie occupied Gaza Strip, the’ 
army sealed the home of two 
brothers who had confessed to 
participating in the stoning of an 
Israeli lolled Tuesday in a refugee 
camp in Rafoh. 

(Contin ue d on page 3) 


Jordanians seek $3 billion in Gulf crisis 
compensation from Geneva-based U.N. fund 


Palestinians insist their delega- 
tion cannot return to foce-to-fece 
talks with Israelis before a crisis 
over 400 Palestinians expelled to 
Lebanon' is resolved. 

The talks have been suspeded 
since the expulsion on Dec. 17. 

The PLO Executive Commit- 
tee decided to let the negotiators 
go to Washington after hearing a 
report from PLO Executive Com- 
mittee member Mahmoud- Abbas 
on his mission to Moscow tins 
week, officials said. 


Mr. Hariri said Tuesday Leba- 
non wants Israel to take back the 
400 Palestinians stranded in 
South Lebanon weeks ago. 

Asked whether the continua-; 
lion of the peace talks depended 
on a solution to the crisis, 
Lebanese journalists quoted Mr. 
Hariri as sayig on Thursday: 
i “This -is our position: we are 
with the peace negotiations (with . 
Israel) and are going to the nego- 
tiations and we adhere to the 
implementation of U.N. Security 
Council Resolution 799.” 

Resolution 799, passed a day 
after Israel banished the Palesti- 
nians to South Lebanon, de- 
mands that the Jewish state, im- 
mediately take them all bade. 

“What we care about is that the 
deportees do not enter Lebanese 
land,” said Mr. Hariri, reiterating 
Beirut's stand on tiie exiles. “We 
prefer they return to theft home- 
lands as soon as possible.” . 


By Mariam M. Shahin 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Day in and day out 
Yahya Oteibi sits in a cold office 
just off Jahal Amman’s Third 
Circle and fills out form after 
form. Taking them home every 
night to recheck his work, Mr. 
Oteibi feels dutybound to make 
Sure that every application for 
Gulf war compensation contains 
all the necessary details. “No 
question most be left unanswered 
no T without a line, no T without 
a dot,” he says. 

Mr. Oteibi is one of the nearly 
400,000 Jordanian and Palesti- 
nian returnees from Kuwait. As 
bead of the Cooperative Society 
for Gulf War Returnees, he 
spearheads the effort to obtain 
compensation from the United 
Nations Compensation Commis- 
sion in Geneva. 

Some 91,550 applications for 
financial compensation have been 
made to the Geneva office 


through the Jordanian Ministry of 
Labour, which is the commis- 
sion’s focal official counterpart in 
this endeavour. 

Everything from compensation 
for unexpected departure to com- 
pensation for furniture and pen- 
sion loss to personal mjuiy is 
being filed. 

Cardboard boxes filled with 
data on companies and part- 
nerships in Kuwait line the cold 
office of Mr. Oteibi. Along with 
one volunteer assistant, Amina, 
Mr. Oteibi goes through every 
application word by word. 

“We appreciate what the 
Ministry of Labour is doing on 
our behalf. But we need to 
recheck everything for ourselves 
— it’s safer,” be rays. 

Many of the applicants make 
mistakes while filling the forms or 
do not have complete informa- 
tion or papers to support their 
claims. Many returnees left 
Kuwait in sucb huny that they left 
important documents behind. 


“Some people had them in 
safety deposit boxes in banks and 
others kept some of the docu- 
ments with their Kuwaiti patrons 
or partners,” Mr. Oteibi says. A 
quick departure and the chaos of 
occupied Kuwait are frequently 
rated by applicants as reasons why 
their legal and business papers 
are not complete. 

But Mr. Oteibi fears that the 
commission in Geneva will throw 
out incomplete applications and 
thus he has taken it upon himself 
to try and assure that every ap- 
plication is complete. 

While applicant has yet re- 
ceived compensation from the 
Geneva commission, Mr. Oteibi 
believes that the commission will 
make some compensation avail- 
able soon. 

“It will happen sooner or later. 
Right now our mission is to re- 
cord our claims,” he says. 

Mr. Oteibi fears that there will 
be “counter-claims” from the 
Kuwaiti patrons and partners of 


many Jordanian businessmen and 
companies. “If we can prove that 
the businesses were ours and that 
because of the special circumst- 
ances in Kuwait the Kuwaitis 
were just a ‘front,’ then we will be 
okay,” he says. 

The need to “double-check” all- 
applications is not because he 
does not trust the abilities of the 
Ministry of Labour staff but be- 
cause “not all those checking the 
forms at the Ministry of Labour 
are familiar with Kuwaiti names 
or commercial norms.” 

The returnee society has hired 
nine translators, many of whom 
are themselves returnees, to help 
with translating Legal documents. 

A near clash between the retur- 
nee society and the Ministry of 
Labour was avoided earlier this 
year after the ministry prolonged 
its deadline for accepting com- 
pensation applications. 

A January deadline set by the 

(Continued on page 5) 


Four years into democratisation 9 self-censorship is a reality in Jordan 
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By Stephanie Gwkta 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Three years into 
the demoaatisation process, 
the Jordanian press is still un- 
able to completely remove the 
constraints imposed through 
decades of censorship, many 
journalists say. 

They claim that the press is 
stm subject to governm ent, ; re - 
lijrious, cultural and profes- 
sional pressures that have 
eased but not disappeared 
since the Kingdom held par- 
liamentary elections in 1989. 

For those journalists critical 
of development of the Jorda- 
nian press, censorship con- 
tinues to obstruct freedom of 
expression. 

Accenting to reporters *nd 
editors interviewed, neither 
official government censors 
npr the responsible ministry 


intervene in the affairs of the 
press, a practice characterestic 
of the p re-democratic era. 
Most agree, however, that this 
has by no means eliminated 
censorship altogether. 

Many m the field maintain 
that numerous forms of cen- 
sorship are endemic in the 
business: Government, adver- 
tisers, editors, and self- 
censors^) practised fay jour- 
nalists themselves. 

According to Musa Keflani* 
chief etfitor of Al Dustour. Ara- 
bic daily, government own- 
ership of dm majority of shares 
of the Arabic n ew sp aper s b a 
■ threat to press freedom. 

“The government owns 58 
per cent of AI Ra’i and 385 
per cent of. Al Dustour. This 

percentage is a controlling 
share by fee g ov er nmen t ,” Dr. 
Kefiaoismd. “Thtt makes chief 
edifiora watchjtbor step. They 


don’t want to antagonise their 
major shareholder.” 

As long as the government 
remains actively involved . in 
the press, the Al Dustour edi- 
tor said, it will continue to 
impose what be referred as 
“mental censorship.” 

“Mental censorship is when 
editors and chief editors have 
-in their minds that somebody 
somewhere can kick them out 
for anything he doesn’t tike to 
be published,” be explained. 

Because three major Arabic 
daffies are substantially owned 
by the government, officials 
continue lo have an impact on 
reportage and news coverage, 
another editor explained. 

The frontpages of the Arabic 
press often are filled with pub- 
lic relations hems, he said. 
Government officials and 
pafitiewns Feed re port e r s the 
information they want die pob- 


‘ Be to read in order to bolster 
: their performance records or 
to increase their constituency 
in an upcoming election, the 
; editor explained. 

Chief editors comply with 
this practice for two reasons, 
: according to the source, ex- 
- plaining the symbiotic nature 
of the relationship between 
chief editors and government 
officials. 

“First they get favours in 
return,” be said. “Secondly by 
: appearing these officials they 
continue to supply die chief 
editors with ^formation and 
news,” he added. 

In addition, die government 
line continues to dominate the 
pages of the daily press 
through Petra, the news agen- 
cy owned and operated by die 
government, said one journal- 
■ at 

Look at the pages of the 


Arabic press,” he said. 
“Almost every article pub- 
lished in the home news pages 
in a Petra item,” he explained, 
“our understanding of national 
and municipal issues is almost 
entirely based on government 
propaganda, he added. 

One of die pitfalls of the 
press, in the opinion of many 
reporters, is that there is no 
independent person running 
the newspaper. They claim 
that editors are “caught up. in a 
game of politics,” or that they 
are too preoccupied with busi- 
ness interests. 

"You can’t cr i ti cis e Minister 
X because he is a friend of the 
chief editor," said a staff re- 
porter at Al Ra’i. “If a journal- 
ist criticises an opponent of the 
chief editor, however, he (the 
chief editor) might highlight 
it,' 1 the reporter explained. 
They use criticism for their 


political purposes, be added. 

Censorship is not always the 
result of pressure from outside 
parties. Journalists daim that 
chief editors are often die most 
rigid censors. Many reporters 
believe that chief editors, who 
they say continue to practice 
their profession according to 
outdated rules and ideas, 
needed to be replaced' when 
the democratic process began. 

“The new situation should 
have brought in new people 
into the press ana new 
methods,” explains one jour- 
nalist on staff at an Arabic 
daily. The “old guard” of edi- 
tors and officials, however, still 
dom inate the news industry, 
said the reporter. “People 
were moulded a long time ago. 
The old mentality still pre- 
vails.” 

Many journalists Haim that 
chief editors are not willing to 


accommodate more in-depth 
or hard-hitting news coverage. 
Several reporters added that 
their editors continue to dis- 
courage them from pursuing 
investigative reporting. 

Handling a story means that 
journalists must “check facts, 
avoid extremism and refrain 
from smearing people.” ex- 
plained Mahmoud Al Sharif, 
minister of information. Jour- 
nalists must learn to exercise 
responsibility, be added. 

More often than not, before 
a news item reaches a stage 
when it can be changed or 
disregarded by an editor or 
criticised by an official or an 
advertiser, the article is cen- 
sored by the journalist himself. 

According to one part-time 
reporter, “self-censorhip is so 
widespread because many 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Somali aid workers voice 
doubts over U.N. force 
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MOGADISHU (Agencies) — 
Relief workers in Somalia ex- 
pressed scepticism Friday 
whether a proposed United Na- 
tions peacekeeping force would 
be able to control the famine- 
stricken country riven by violent 
clan feuds. 

Aid workers and many Somalis 
said the United Nations lacked 
the organisational ability, politic- 
al will, rapport with local factions 
and firepower to maintain law 
and order in the devastated Horn 
of Africa country. 

They remembered with sadness 
the response of the United Na- 
tions to the Somali crisis after 
dan-based militias overthrew dic- 
tator Mohammad Siad Barre two 
years ago and then turned their 
weapons on each other. 

The world body pulled out, 
saying Somalia was no longer safe 
for its staff. Only non- 
governmental organisations re- 
mained during factional fighting 
which killed an estimated 30,000 
people and 10 times that number 
m the accompanying famine. 

The carnage ended only after a 
multi-national force led by the 
United States arrived in Decem- 
ber to protect relief supplies from 
looting by lawless, clan-based 
militiamen. 

Abdi Hassan Farah, a former 
lecturer at the University in 
Mogadishu, said: “We feel bitter 
towards the United Nations be- 
cause it acted like an irresponsi- 
ble parent who walks out of the 
house when his children are turn- 
ing knives on each other. 

“Had the United Nations 
stayed on the ground, we would 


never have reached the disaster 
that is Somalia today.” 

U-N- Secretary-General Bout- 
ros Ghali, in a report to the 
Security Council Wednesday, 
proposed May 1 for the transfer 
of command from the U.S.-led 
Unified Task Force (UNITAF) to 
a new 28, 000-strong U.N. force. 

The new force, to be called die 
U.N. Operation in Somalia II 
(UNOSOM IT), would take over 
in stages and would initially in- 
dude about 8.000 logistics troops 
from UNITAF. 

“We have no faith in UN- 
OSOM. The United Nations is 
partly to blame for the problems 
in this country.” Issa Mohmmad 
Siad, foreign secretary of warlord 
Mohammad Farah Aideed, told 
Reuters. 

“Now that they will be taking 
over from the Americans, we are 
not sure what the future will 
bring.” 

The Security Council is now 
studying Dr. Gbali’s report and 
has yet to dedde on the U.N. 
force's mandate. Foreign relief 
workers hoped it would be able to 
play a tougfier role than previous 
U.N. missions around the world. 

“I am worried because in 
Somalia we need a dynamic U.N. 
force, a force that is efficient on 
the humanitarian relief side, a 
decisive force,” Steven Rifkin, 
field director of the British-based 
Save the Children Fund, told 
Reuters. 

He said the U.N. force should 
have the ability to promote rap- 
port with various factions while 
commanding the firepower to 
control them. 


Some commanders of the non- 
U.S. military contigents now in 
Somalia said they did not want to 
remain and take part in a U.N. 
mission unless the Security Coun- 
cil defined similar rules to those 
of the U.S.-led task force. 

“We not only need the kind of 
firepower America has displayed 
...but also the necessary rules of 
engagement that will not reduce 
us to the mercy of warlords and a 
laughing stock,” said one com- 
mander who declined to be 
named. 

“I would not like to see my 
contigent end up like the Pakista- 
nis, powerless and unable to play 
a forceful role in reconstruction 
of Somalia,” he added. 

He was referring to a U.N. 
force of 500 Pakistani troops 
which proved unable to drive 
gunmen from Mogadishu's port, 
airport and streets before the 
multi-national force arrived. 

U.S. troops and those from 23 
other nations have orders to 
shoot to kill any gunman who 
aims at them. They have lolled 
scores of people and cowed the 
gunmen who previously preyed 
on food supplies for the starving. 

The special U.N. envoy to 
Somalia, Ismat Kittani, called on 
the Security Cornual Thursday to 
lay down tough rules of engage- 
ment so that the U.N. peacekeep- 
ing force could disarm a country 
awash with weapons. 

He told reporters: “It remains 
for die Security Council to give 
the U.N. secretary-general the 
necessary mandate forceful 
enough to achieve our task in 
Somalia. 



A U.S. Marine checks a car at 
Court martial begins 

The first court-martial hearing 
of Operation Restore Hope be- 
gan Thursday in a dusty room 
where Sergeant Harry Conde 
faced chaises for shooting a 17- 
year-old Somali who snatched his 


Kurds plan 6 government’ change 


ERBIL. Iraq (R) — Iraq's Kurds 
are now debating whether to 
change the government which has 
ruled them in defiance of Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein since elec- 
tions last year. 

The prime minister, Fuad 
Ma'soum, and other Kurdish offi- 
cials in northern Iraq said there 
was popular pressure from the 
leaders of the two main parties, 
Jala! Talabani and Masoud Bar- 
zani, to take charge of the gov- 
ernment based in Erbil. 

“If this happens, we will get rid 
of a lot* of problems, 1 ^ Mr. 
Ma'soum told Reuters. “Each 
political decision now also needs 
a derision by the parties. If the 
leaders are inside (the govern- 
ment). we will not need this 
double decision-making.” 

Mr. Baizani's Kurdish Demo- 
cratic Party (KDP) and Mr. Tala- 
bani's Patriotic Union of Kurdis- 
tan (PUK) each have 50 seats in 
the 105-member regional parlia- 
ment elected in June. 

Since the government was set 
up, with posts shared between the 
KDP, PUK and smaller parties, 
the two powerful leaders have set 
aside their political rivalry so as 
not to endanger the fragile Kur- 
dish entity which emerged after 
the W1 Gulf war. 

Neither man has pubtidy ruled 
out entering the government, but 


Deputy Prime Minister Rawsch 
Shawais, a leading KDP official, 
said Mr. Barzani was not con- 
vinced the move would be wise, 
partly because of possible di- 
plomatic repercussions. 

Turkey. Syria and Iran, all 
opposed to the creation of an 
independent Kurdish state in 
northern Iraq, have been willing 
to deal with Mr. Barzani and Mr. 
Talabani as party chiefs, but 
might be reluctant to receive 
them as government leaders. 

The three countries, all with 
their own Kurdish minorities, 
were upset when the Kurdish 
parliament declared a federated 
Kurdish state within a unified, 
democratic Iraq in October. 

The. debate over how to 
reshape the Kurdilh government 
was unlikely to be settled until 
Mr. Talabani returned from an 
extended visit to Syria. 

Mr. Ma'soum, a PUK political 
bureau member, said some 
change was certain, saying he 
might resign or alter the cabinet. 

Widely tipped to replace him is 
another PUK man, Abdullah 
Rasoul Ali, better known by his 
guerrilla codename Kusrat. 

Kusrat, 40. confirmed that he 
would become prime minister if 
Mr. Talabani did not agree to 
take over as premier with Mr. 
Barzani as speaker of parliament 


— his own preferred solution. 

“The change is needed to give 
energy to the government,” be 
said at PUK headquarters in Er- 
bil. “I will resolve tire security 
problem and, with the help of die 
United Nations and NGOs (relief 
agencies), plan ’the economy for 
now and the future.” 

A government adviser said 
pressure for a new-look cabinet 
surfaced from within the adminis- 
tration itself during a new year 
review of progress in its first few 
months. ' 

“People want a stronger gov- 
ernment with better-qualified 
people, including independents 
not attached to the parties.” said 
the adviser, who asked not to be 
named. 

One change took place on 
March 1. Younis Mohammad 
Salim was named interior minis- 
ter. taking a portfolio previously 
held by Mr. Shawais, the deputy 
prime minister. 

Whatever government 
emerges, it mil need all die au- 
thority it can muster for the huge 
challenges facing northern Iraq. 

The Kurds, who share the re- 
gion with smaller groups of 
Turkomans and Christians, are 
beset by a crippling economic 
crisis and military danger from 
Baghdad. 


Israel charges Palestinian- American 


TEL AVTV (AP) — A military 
prosecutor on Thursday submit- 
ted preliminary charges against 
one of two Arab- Americans sus- 
pected by Israel by bankrolling 
the Muslim fundamentalist group 
Hamas. 

The charges accuse Moham- 
mad Salah. 39, of belonging to 
and carrying out services for an 
illegal organisation, but do not 
mention Hamas by name, said 
Mr. Salah's attorney, Ahlam 
Haddad. 

Military Judge Major Moshe 
Knobler, in the occupied West 
Bank town of Hebron, asked the 
prosecutor to submit the official 
to Ms. Haddad. 

Military officials had no im- 
mediate comment on the case. 


Mr. Salah and another Amer- 
ican of Palestinian origin, 
Mohammad Jarrad, 36, were 
arrested by Israeli security forces 
cm Jan. 25 on suspicion of distri- 
buting hundreds of thousands of 
dollars to Hamas agents. 

Officials have charged the two 
were sent to rebuild Hamas after 
Israel expelled more than 400 
alleged Palestinians to hardliners 
south Lebanon on Dec. 17. Israel 
says he the 400 Palestinians had 
ties to Hamas and other fun- 
damentalist groups. 

Mr. Salah and Mr. Jarrad have 
denied any involvement with 
Hamas. 

Mr. Salah told the judge he was 
being beaten and threatened by 
interrogators in order to extract a 


confession, according to his 
lawyer. Israeli officials acknow- 
ledged that he had signed a con- 
fession before seeing a lawyer or 
any U.S. consular official. 

The prosecutor was given a one 
week extension to decide whether 
or not to file charges against Mr. 
Jarrad, said his lawyer, Jawad 
Boulos. 

Mr. Jarrad, who suffers from 
congenital heart disease, was 
taken to a .prison hospital in the 
central Israeli town of Ramie last 
week after complaining of chest 
pain and has been staying there 
since, Mr. Boulos said. 

Mr. Salafa and Mr. Jarrad both 
emigrated to the United States 
about 20 years ago and reside in 
the Chicago area. 


SgL Conde, a veteran from San 
Joan, Puerto Rico, could be 
charged with the military equiva- 
lent of an aggravated assault for 
wounding the teen-ager as well as 
a bystander hit by buckshot from 
Sgt. Grade's gun. If the court 
martial proceeds, be could face 
up to 10 years in prison. 

As a power generator droned 
in the background, nervous 
Marines testified in~the room at 
Mogadishu's airport. Their words 
frequently were blotted out by 

[ Belgium 
upgrades 
PLO office 
in Brussels 

BRUSSELS (AP) — The Bel- 
gium government has upgraded 
the status of the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation’s (PLO) office 
in Brussels, but stopped short of 
granting diplomatic status to PLO 
representatives. 

The move was welcomed by 
the PLO as “a positive- and 
courageous decision.” But the 
Israeli foreign ministry called it a 
“mistake.” 

“This gesture underlines that in 
die context of the peace process, 
the PLO represents an essential 
partner that bring together die 
most moderate and pragmatic 
Palestinian forces,” said a state- 
ment from the Belgian foreign 
ministry. 

The statement said the Palesti- 
nian representative office would 
now be considered the “General 
Palestinian Delegation.” 

A foreign ministry spokesman 
said die move would grant PLO 
representatives “greater facili- 
ties.” 

The statement said France, 
Greece, Italy and Spain bad 
granted similar status to PLO 
offices in their capitals. 

Shawld Annuli, the PLo’s rep- 
resentative in Brussels, currently 
has diplomatic immunity as part 
of Mauritania's representation. 

In a statement he said the 
decision “underlined Belgium's 
will to play a more active rule 
...in the search for a fair and 
lasting peace in the Middle East.” 

Israeli foreign ministry spokes- 
man Evyatar Manor said the deci- 
sion, “is not appropriate to the 
central effort to purse peace.” 

The Belgian government said it 
hoped all sides would soon re- 
sume the Middle East peace 
talks. 

Belgium, which takes over the 
rotating Europeans Community 
(EC) presidency in July, has laun- 
ched diplomatic moves in recent 
months to push forward Middle 
East peace talks. 


i c he ck p oint in M og a dWi a (AFP photo) 

the roar of planes taking off and Dec 
landing. Tl 

Captain Chris Wesely, the in- cine 
vestigating officer, sat behind a nen 
battered table. Only a few folding had 
metal chairs were available, so j- 
some spectators sat on wooden ^ 
drawers turned on their sides. 

Sheets of bare plywood served as 
a partition. ^ 

This was not the sharp-creased mi -^ 
world of Va Few Good Men,” the - n „ 
movie, starring Jack Nicholson ^ 
and Demi Moore, about two 
Marines court-martialed for the ^ 
death of another Marine. sho . 

There was not a dress-blue 
uniform in sight Thursday. The 
Marines wore their battered C 
camouflage fatigues with sleeves sevt 
rolled up and sand-coloured Swe 
boots, standard issue of the van 
Somalia relief mission that began he’s 


Leahy warns of likely 
cuts in U.S. foreign aid 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
Senator Patrick Leahy, chairman 
of the Senate Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Foreign Opera- 
tions, says there is every likeli- 
hood that Congress will cut secur- 
ity assistance to the largest reci- 
pients — Israel and Egypt. 

At a hearing on foreign aid 
reform March 2, Mr. Leahy said 
that U.S. taxpayers expect cuts m 
foreign aid spending during fiscal 
years, 1 .99$ .because they, are 
already, feeing across-the-board 
cuts in domestic spending prop- 
osed by the Q inton administra- 
tion. 

Mr. Leahy added that the like- 
liest cuts for fiscal- 1994 that be- 
gins Oct. 1 would be in security 
assistance to Israel and Egypt, 
which accounted for $5,000 mil- 
lion of the $7,100 million military 
assistance and economic support 
funds appropriated for the cur- 
rent fiscal year. 

William Schneider, a former 
under-secretary of state for secur- 
ity assistance during the Reagan 
administration, objected. 

Mr. Schneider said that secur- 
ity assistance to such staunch allies 
as Israel and Egypt should not be 
cut now because of the ongoing 
Middle East peace process. In- 
stead, he proposed a “defence 
export credit facility” funded 
largely by the private sector. 

“Creation of a defence export 
credit facility that was authorised 
to issue export credit guarantees 
would provide a third way* for 
the president to achieve security- 
related ends abroad without the 
need to increase appropriated 
funds,” he said. 

Currently, security assistance is 
financed by concessional credits 
and grants, while arms transfers 
are financed entirely by the reci- 
pient. 

Mr. Schneider also proposed 
greater flexibility in the transfer 
of funds from' one account to 
another' in order to meet the 
needs of U.S. national interests 
abroad. 

John Hardy, director of corpo- 
rate development and finance at 
Brown and Root. Inc., said the 


U.S. committed to role as g 

full partner in peace process? 

WASHINGTON (USIA) — raiding 

the United Stales is committed to ported seac “provided th?.; 


Dec. 9. 

The courtroom Marines lacked 
dnematk bravado: They were 
nervous, uncomfortable men who 
had to be told often to speak up. 

There is no dispute that SgL 
Conde shot a youth, identified 
only as Omar, who grabbed the 
soldier’s sunglasses through the 
window of a moving humvee 
military vehicle that was return- 
ing to the airport. 

At issue is whether Sgt. Conde 
fired on the spur of the moment, 
fearing for his safety, or if the 
shot came as Omar was fleeing 
and was fired In revenge. 

Omar, hit in the abdomen by 
several pellets, was treated at a 
Swedish field hospital but later 
vanished. No-one is even sure 
he’s still afore. 


United States should revive its 
aid programme for infrastructure 
projects overseas because such 
programmes generate more 
American jobs than small-scale 
projects. 

The AP adds: The United States 
may not be able to maintain the 
level of its economic aid to Israel 
because of fiscal constraits at 
home, the U.S. ambassador to 
'Israel has warned. 

“It is pot prudent for & nation 
to rely in the long term, even on 
its most dependable ally, for 7 to 
8 per cent of its national budget,” 
Ambassador Wflfiam Harrop told 
a group of Tel Aviv businessmen 
Thursday in a speech made avai- 
able to the Associated Press by 
the embassy. 

“It may prove difficult to mam- 
tain our economic aid at its cur- 
rent level,” he said. Israel 
annually receives more than $3 
billion m American grants and 
economic assistance. 

In Washington, a State Depart- 
ment official said President Bill 
Qmton's budget proposal calls 
for $3 billion in aid to Israel in the 
next fiscal year. 

The official, speaking on condi- 
tion of anonymity, said Mr. Har- 
rop was giving his personal views 
and not speaking on behalf of the 
administration. 

Mr. Harrop said that during 
recent visits from U.S. senators 
he was ' advised that domestic 
budget concerns could force the 
United States to reduce aid to 
Israel. 

He said the senators who ar- 
ticulated that position were Mr. 
Leahy and Sen. Daniel Inouye 
both considered good friends of 
Israel. 

Mr. Harrop commended Israeli 
efforts to reform its economy by 
using U.S. loan guarantees of $10 
billion to spur growth of the 
private sector. 

“But the pace of reform has 
been slow, in fact rather dis- 
appointing," Mr. Harrop said. 
“Much more needs to be done.” 

He said Israel needed to do 
more to attract foreign invest- 
ment. 


me uniicu — — ----- . 

be a fell and active partner in the 

.Middle East peace' 

Assistant Secretary of State for 
Near Eastern and South Asian 
Affairs Edward Djerejian said 

Thursday. . _ 

Throughout stops m Israel, 
Jordan, Lebanon, Saudi Arabia 
and Syria, Mr. Christopher stres- 
sed “President Bill Clinton s 
strong commitment to advancing 
the Middle East peace process 
and offered “the rote of the Un- 
ited States as a fell partner, Mr- 

Djerejian said in a briefing at the 
Foreign Press Centre.” 

While in the Middle East, the 
secretary underscored U.S. “con- 
cern for human rights and the 
promotion of American business 
and commercial opportunities 
abroad,” as well as its commit- 
ment to regional security and full 
Iraqi compliance with United Na- 
tions Security Council resolu- 
tions, Mr. Djerejian reported. 

In recognition of Leba- 
non's “participation in the peace 
process and fee progress that is 
being made in Lebanon to restore 
that country ...” to full independ- 
ence, Mr. Christopher also stop- 
ped in Beirut during his trip, Mr. 
Djerejian pointed out. His visit 
was a first by a U.S. secretary of 
state to Beirut since 1983. 

Mr. Djerejian said the secret- 
ary’s trip was a success, particu- 
larly in establishing “very good 
personal and working rela- 
tionships wife the leadership on 
all sides.” 

In terms of objectives, “we are 
pleased wife fee results of this 
trip to the Middle East,” Mr. 
Djerejian said. 

“As a result of his trip,” Mr. 
Djerejian said, “Secretary Christ- 
opher and Russian Foreign 
Minister Andrei Kozyrev were 
.able to announce that the co- 
sponsors would soon extend in- 
vitations to fee ninth round of 
Arab-Israell peace negotiations, 
to be held in Washington, during 
the month of April.” 

“The secretary came away wife 
fee conviction, after his direct 
talks wife tiie leadership in the 
region — Arab, Israeli, Palesti- 
nian — that all the parties were 
committed to the peace process 
and ail sought to resume negotia- 
tions as soon as possible,” he 
said. 

After intensive discussions wife 
the Palestinians and Israelis, the 
secretary found that the parties 
“were able to make progress in 


**The secretary “provided th?- 
Palestinians wife a tetter finwa 
President Clinton and a letw 

himself which 

some of the basic assurances of 
the U.S. government .... 

D & assurances included 

“that the United States was 
standing absolutely behind fee 
Madrid frame of reference, fep 
tetters of assurances to the parties 
and to the terms of reference 
in the letter of invitation to the 

S iace negotiations, he said. The 
nited States also reiterated its 
“opposition to deportations as a 
policy ” 

Mr. Christopher made clea^/ 
throughout his trip that the Un- ■ 
ited States will be working “very . 
closely with fee parties to move' 
fee peace process forward in a 
very active way, adopting a 
proactive stance in the negotia- 
tions and especially when the new 
round convenes,” Mr. Djerejian 
said. 

Asked to elaborate on the U.S. 
role as full partner in the peace 
talks, Mr. Djerejian said: “We - 
are prepared to use fee good 
offices of fee United States as an 
honest broker, as an intermedi- 
ary, as afadfitator, to move fee 
substantive discussions and nego- 
tiations forward; to help narrow 
fee substantive differences be- 
tween the parties; -and to make 
every good faith effort to get the 
parties to make progress in the ^ 
negotiations.” 

However. Mr. Djerejian said, 
in order for the United States to ■ 
play the role of full partner, fee 
parties to the negotiations must 
demonstrate they “are prepared ■ 
to come to fee table and engage : 
in meaningful talks to narrow the ; 
differences between them.” 

On the question of breaking off *. 
U.S. contacts with members of ; 
fee Islamic group, Hamas. Mr. ■ 
Djerejian said “we certainly are ! 
not maintaining contacts with : 
Hamas, and let me make it clear ; 
that we have never engaged in or ■ 
have the intent to engage in a* ! 
political dialogue wife Hamas. 

“Hamas is categorically • 
opposed to the Arab-lsraeli 1 
peace process. ,«And it has .* 
translated feat policy not only in - 
words but in deeds, in terms of ■ 
violence ...and terrorism.” he ! 
said. “Therefore, we see no util- ; 
fry in maintaining these contacts • 
at this time. 


U.S. court begins trial of 
Palestinian on bomb charge 

\mir vAnv / a hv t»„a ^ ^ 


NEW YORK (AP) — But for Rose said, 
three malfunctions, two Israeli The first bomb was defused at 
banks and an airline terminal fee towing pound by a rental car 
would have beenblown to bits by tow truck operator. George 

20 /” Soohoo said feat after he checked 

Khalcd Mohammad A1 Jassem.a fee trunk for items feat may haw 
federal prosecutor said Thursday . been left behind, he wiggled the 
Mir. Jassem. 46, a Palestinian detonation wires loose because 
attested m Rome in January he did not know what he ZZ 
1991, claims he is not the “Khalid looking at was 

HlZSCJ* The bombs “ the other two ‘ 

fo^^on QFBI) vehicles were dismantled by the 

“« hf * bemg police bomb squad, Mr. FW 
framed wife fake information. said. The explosive devi« s 
Assistant U.S. attorney apparently had been wired m, 

Sf 1 Ae^ Sa ^i^'i 1 S OWS nctly ^ the materials^ werfc 
why fee three bombs failed to sound but fee bombs still did 
explode. They were found in the go off oombs still did not ,■ 

jjr is g 

“Jr Broo ^ ,s us - ^ sagsMK-iffs 

^bSnb was in a car found ^ 

Man* 5. 1973, in front of fee a£5 

Israel Discount Bank, now Bank coiroectiSfwS, Tw in 

Leumi, at 43rd Street and Fifth ^W^foSS !*«■ 
Avenue in Manhattan. The request by^jJ^'?£ ,ed a 
second was in a car at 47th Street WUKarn r Jassem * lawyer, 
and Fifth Avenue in from of the trial but^fee^nd’' *° j! elay the 
First Israel Bank and Trust Co., ^ ^ 

and the third at the El A3 cargo °f 

terminal at Kennedy Interoathra- ' aneStftfie thc 

al Airport. 1 bombing suspect. 

“The targets were all -symbols j U ro£ * eU *he 

of fee Israeli government,” Mr, custody Y * y d *** >n 
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ly fresh and acts wavy. 
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Blood Bank 
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Jordan Electricity Authority ...815615 
Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ FBgtn Information 0&43200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport. 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

Hnocm Mctficat Centre — 813813/32 
Khnfidi Maternity. J. Amo — 644281/6 
Akiltti Maternity, J. Amo.. n 642441/2 

Jabd Amman Maternity 642362 

Mamas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmtisani 664171/4 

Shmdmn Hospital 669131 

UohrciBty Hospital : 845845 

AI-MnashcrHomitd .... — 667227/9 

The Mamie. Abdafi 666127/37 

AJ-AhE.AbdaH 664164/6 

- Italian. AWMnhajrccn ... 777101/3 

Af-Basfcir.J.Asfcra&fc 775111/26 

Army. Marten 891611/15 

Qneea Alia Hospital 60224950 

Amai Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital ...... (09)983323 


lboSma Hospital — 

AlHftm Modem Hmpitil 
OUUD: 

Princess Basma Hospital , 
Greek Catfao&e Hospital 
fbo A| Nafccs Hospital™ . 
AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital ... 


.. (09)900560 
.. (09) 986732 
— (09)990990 


. (02)275555 
(02)272273 
. (02)247100 


- (03)314111 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

Thk informuioa is appScd by Royd 
Jofd k a ma (RJ) information depart- 
ment at the Oneen Alia Int ernati onal 
Airport Td. (03)53200-5. where ft 
sfacwM always be verified. 

AOUVAU! 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) FHghta 
(Tarminal 1) 

•8=3* Jakarta. Singapore (RJ) 


DhahnafRl) 

Cairo. Aqaba (RJ) 

New Delhi (RJ) 

— Karachi. Dnjhm rRjj 


IfeS 

am 

1735 

Cairo (RJ) 

_ New Yort, Amsterdam (RJ) 

ttilS 



im 

- ~ Jeddah {Rjj 

•us 

Hdanki. Aqaba (RJ) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flfohta 
(Terminal i) 

•fcIS BdrmfRJ) 

lh3* — Park. BnastcsfRJ} 

lldl .... Amactdam,NewYoffc(Rj) 

Genera. Madrid (Rj)' 

12ril LMdoq (RJ) 

ma ” Cairo (RJ) 

rn-ip Llraiu (Rj) 

WO Bahian*. Doha (RJ< 

** Jeddah (Rj) 


21:30 . — ..... Abu Dhabi. Dobai (1 

Other Flight* (Terminal a 

•*£ - H£^ca(C 

Si - B«nn(M 

“■ 

MARKET prices 


Other FHghta (Tarminal 2) 

Udi Sanaa (IY) Banana 

17:55 ..... Para. Damascus (AF) 5*??* ■ 

OM. DubaL Damascus. (EM) Cabbag 

1525 Rome. Beirut (AZ) 


Vpp&fiowcr price 
-Apple — 


Cwot 

Cauliflower 


Garlic 

Grapefruit ... 
Lemon 

jfisteE 

MlOC IlMt-Bi 

°“«>n(4ry yZZZ 

l/njon (green) 


Potato..; ' 

Toibmo 

Spinach 


tB Hs per km. 

-2S“ 5 » 

— aW/700 

r) *»'<*> 

- "W'WO 

...... 100/50 

WOU20 

ISO 

HJ'180 

“ — ¥“'400 

■ Xto ISO 

300/200 

440/^ 

Err S' B 



: :::::: 

, 140 

■»» 

— 120/60 
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'S.SJ*!?* Hussein attends Friday prayers at tbe Royal 

te I The Ki JLZ J *l j0i,,ed ** ** Koyal 

ftince RaMan, Tben- Royal Highnesses Prince Faisal, 
CaSr-i— J5™* Hasbem ' Prime Minister Sharif Zeid 
CT ^ mberiain P™* AK Ben Nayef, Minister 
or Awqaf and Isfatnnc Affairs Izzeddin Al Khatib Al Tamimi, Chief 

Jurtice Nooh Salman and Dr. Ahmad Helayyel. Also 
tSK ■?”* Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 

Field Manhal Fatfai Abu Taleb and the commander of Al Hussein 
wn Ah Brigade. 


Aid distributed in 
Maan, Hasa areas 


MAAN (Petra) — Secretary 
General of the Ministry of Social 
Development Mohammad Al 
Sqour Thursday supervised the 
distribution of food supplies to 
the needy in Maan govemorate in 
accordance with a programme 
prepared by the ministry. 

The programme will continue 
throughout the Holy Month of 
Ramadan. 

Dr. Sqour also visited the 
ministry's centres in the govemo- 
rate and was familiarised with 
thfeir needs and the services they 
offer to the public. 

-The Secretary General also cal- 
led at the Hasa area and met with 
its administrative governor, the 
mayor and heads of local tribes. 

Dr. Sqour told the meeting that 


the ministry was ready to present 
cash and in-kind assistance to the 
poor in various parts of the coun- 
try. 

The Hasa mayor said the muni- 
cipal council has allocated a plot 
of land for the ministry's use. 

After distributing aid to the 
needy in tbe town. Dr. Sqour 
inaugurated a charity bazaar at 
Al Hasa Women’s Society for 
Social Development. Tbe three- 
day bazaar includes embroider- 
ies, carpets and rugs, knitwear 
and artificial flowers. 

About 150 women are mem- 
bers of the society which holds 
training courses for them in tri- 
cot, flower arrangement and 
other handicrafts. 



King congratulates president of Ghana 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Thursday sent a 
fable to the President of Ghana congratulating him in his own 
name and on behalf of Jordan's people and government on his 
-country’s national day and wishing him continued good health and 
happiness and the people of Ghana further progress and 
•prosperity. 

Daylight savings begins April 1 

i*.f -•.( ■ • •* ;■««• *>t . -p«. 1 v‘*r • .■■■ -• ”••• • ■■■■• ; 

a^MMAN (Petra) •-*> Jordan willow itch, to daylight savings time as 
of Apr. 1, according to a communique issued by Prime Minister 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker. Clocks should be set one hour forward 
after midnight on March 31. Daylight saving time puts Jordan 
-three hours ahead of Greenwich Mean Time (GMT). 

"Land office collects JD3,622,111 in February 

AMMAN (Petra) — Hie Land and Survey Department last 
February collected JD3 ,622.1 11 up from JD3.410.361 m January, 
thus achieving an increase of 6 per cent, according to department 
^Director Ali Gharaibch. Mr. Gharaibeb said Febua*y 1993 figures 
"•ftere 68 per cent more than those of February 1992 when the 
department collected JD2,165,955. 

fcity development bank chief tours villages 

•AMMAN (Petra) — Director General of the Cities and Villages 
Development Bank Zuhair KhaJifeh Thursday toured the munici- 
palities of Irbid, Salt, Jerash, Kitteh, Souf, Faisaliyyeh and Al 
Nuqairah where he inspected projects financed by the bank. Dr. 
jghalifeh discussed with municipality officials m the areas he 
visited their areas’ needs for projects for the current year. 

labour education head visits institutes 

AMMAN (Petra) — Director of the Labour Education and 
information Department Mahmoud Al Tell Thursday discussed 
.with officials at the labour education institutes m vanous parts of 
Jordan the conditions and activities of these institutes in 1993. Mr. 
Tell stressed the need for these institutes to develop and update 
jjieir cultural programmes. 

Civil defence holds fire drills 

IRBID (Petra) — On the occasion of the International Civil 
Defence Day. the Irbid Civil Defence Department (CDD) 
Thursday organised at Yarmouk University a fire extingmshmg 
exercise CDD sources in Irbid said the drill proved the high-level 
of performance of the civil defence personnel. 

Proceeds of Madaba bazaar go to charity 

MAD ABA (Petra) — The Madaba District Social Development 
Centres which are operated by the Queen Alia Jordan Social 
Welfare Fund (QAF) Thursday organise da chanty bazaar which 
included agricultural produce and foodstuffs. The proceeds of the 
one-day blzaar will go to the Third Annual Chanty Campaign 
which is organised by QAF. 


Israelis seal off Gaza home 


! (Continued from page D 

♦“The house of Titian and Amin 
Shaath was sealed before dawn. 
Tbley were directly mvo1 ^ 

Lh$ murder.” an army bfficiai 

^t least 200 people have been 
arrested so far on susp ,c,on of 
participating in the tailing. 

In the past the army has de- 
molished or sealed whole sections 
of? streets where Palestine 
crowds had attacked and killed 
Israelis. 

2 ex-exiles freed 
i .I his freed two ailing 

HS-SSr-att 


The army spokesman’s office 
said one was freed for medical 
reasons, the other because he had 
completed a term of “administra- 
tive detention,” under which he 
was held without charge or trial. 

Hie spokesman’s office did not 
know which release order applied 
to which man. 

They were among more than 
400 Palestinians expelled by 
Israel to Lebanon on Dec. 17 as 
alleged supporters of Hamas and 
Islamic Jihad, which were blamed 
for the murders of six Israeli 
troopers. 

The expulsions have become a 
stumbling block to resuming Mid- 
dle East peace negotiations. 
Palestinians refused to return to 
the U.S.-backed talks until Israel 
takes back the 400 men. 

The U.N. Security Council 
condemned the expulsions and 
ordered Israel to repatriate the 
men. Israel refused, and later cut 
a deal with the United States to 
return about 100 of the men, 


Student elections pit Islamists against tribal coalition 


By Nenneen Murad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — University of Jor- 
dan students go to the polls Mon- 
day to elect an 80-member coun- 
cil amid wide expectations that 
the Islamists will retain control of 
the body despite predictions of a 
stronger showing of the mainly 
tribal Nationalist Jordanian 
Coalition bloc. 

The. race among an estimated 
250 student candidates for the 
80-seat council will be the second 
to be held at the university and is 
expected to divide the student 
body into two dear blocs of 
Islamists against a coalition of 
tribal representatives. 

Hie leftists, who boycotted the 
1992 elections, are expected to 
give their support to the Islam- 
ists. Tbe few independents on the 
race list are expected to withdraw 


as the date for the elections 
nears. 

■The seemingly depotitici$ed 
elections will serve as an indica- 
tion, albeit on a small scale, of 
the divisions and alliances which 
will appear in the Kingdom's 
national elections scfaedulled for 
later this year. The university 
rules ban candidates from run- 
ning for elections on political 
platforms, inconfbrmity with the 
laws that ban tbe politicisation of 
educational centres. But candi- 
dates have, nevertheless, formed 
blocs and distributed leaflets 
announdng their commitment to 
one side or another. 

A copy of the Islamists' prog- 
ramme at tbe university, which 
was made available to the Jordan 
Hmes, deals with various issues 
relevant to administrative mat- 
ters and extracurricular activities 
at the university but excludes any 


mention of Islamist ideas. 

“We want students and others 
watching us to know that we have 
programmes and ideas that are 
practical and touch their lives and 
that we are not just the bearers of 
“There is no God but Allah and 
Mohammad is His Prophet, great 
as that motto is,” an Islamist 
■candidate told the Jordan Times 
in an interview. 

He charged that the Islamists 
would be satisfied with a smaller 
showing in this year’s elections — 
they gaindd 64 out of 80 seats last 
year — and that their numbers 
this time may be closer to the 50 
figure. 

They attribute this expected 
decrease in numbers to the 
growth of a more organised 
Jordanian nationalist bloc, which 
largely depends on utilising the 
tribal affiliations of students, and 
the apparent ineffectiveness of 


the leftists in the elections. The 
Islamists also claim that the uni- 
versity management “controlled” 
the elections when it banned stu- 
dents from running in political 
blocs, a charge that the university 
president. Dr. Fawzi Gharaibeb, 
categorically denies. 

“We applied the laws which have 
been published in the university 
paper,'* Dr. Gharaibeh told the 
Jordan Times in a telephone in- 
terview, adding that some stu- 
dents had asked the management 
to amend the law ahead'of the 
elections. 

He said the university did not 
accept the amendment proposals 
because of their timing which 
could have meant that the uni- 
versity was siding with one party 
over the other. “If amendments 
are needed then we will look into 
them after the elections and not 
just before them.” Hie demands 


for amendments came from the 
Islamists who rejected university 
laws which limit the candidate to 
running as an independent rather 
than a member of a bloc. 

“We have to maintain our 
neutrality as administrators which 
is a must for gaining the confi- 
dence of the students,” Dr. Ghar- 
aibeh said, explaining that had 
the university accepted the de- 
mands of the Islamists they would 
appear to be favouring them in 
Monday's elections. 

The “suiprise" element in the 
elections is the reported coalition 
between the left and the right 
(Islamists) against the tribal bloc 
even though university adminis- 
trators privately say that the 
strength of the leftists “cannot tilt 
the results of the elections one 
way or another on tbe ground.” 

Islamist candidates admit that 
the race may boil down to a 


contest between them and the 
nationalists and say that they 
undeistand that on a wider poli- 
tical scale in the country “this 
may become the reality of the 
political scene.” 

As a result of this understand- 
ing. they say they have utilised 
the tribal and geographic element 
in their own choices of candidates 
but add that they do not want to 
“institutionalise it.” 

Observers of the candidates 
and their divisions into blocs be- 
lieve that the race may turn into 
one between the Islamists and tbe 
nationalists with the leftists 
choosing to throw in their lot with 
the Islamists, but they also add 
that it was still ''premature to 
judge.” 

“The trends will become appa- 
rent when the results come out.” 
one universitv observer said. 


King donates JD 1,405, 598 
to Jerusalem’s Awqaf Council 


By Elia NasraJlah 

Jordan Hmes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A delegation repre- 
senting the Awqaf Council and 
holy places in Jerusalem left Am- 
man for home Friday morning 
following a three-day visit to Jor- 
dan. 

The delegation was received by 
His Majesty King Hussein who 
made a generous donation tp- 
wards helping the council carry 
out its tasks. 

Ministry of Awqaf and Islamic 
Affairs Secretary-General 
Ahmad Helayel told the Jordan 
Times Friday that the delegation 
members, except for the mufti of 
Jerusalem, all returned via the 
King Hussein Bridge, adding that 
the King's donation of 
JD 1,405.598 has already been 
transferred to the council’s 
account. 

King Hussein, responding 
favourably to appeals by the staff 
of the Awqaf Council in Jeru- 
salem to improve their living con- 
ditions, announced his personal 
donation to help meet this end. 

This is the second major per- 
sonal donation in 10 months by 
His Majesty towards the holy 
shrines in the dty of Jerusalem. 
Last April the King made a per- 
sonal contribution of S8.24 mil- 
lion to help restore the Dome of 
the Rock. 

Jordan Is solely responsible not 
only for the restoration of the 
holy shrine but also for the Aw- 
qaf staff and all matters related to 
the holy places in Jerusalem. 



Minister of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs Sheikh Al Khatib Al 

Tamimi meets with Mufti of Jerusalem Sheikh Suleiman Al Jaabari 
Thursday (Petra photo) 


Sheikh Suleiman Al Jaabari, 
who succeeded the late Sheikh 
Saadeddin Al Alami as mufti of 
Jerusalem, together with his 
council members were guests at 
the King's Iftar banquet last 
Wednesday. 

• The council conveyed to His 
Majesty the general situation in 
the holy places and thanked him 
for his continued support. 

Sheikh Jaabari was formally 
appointed by the Jordanian gov- 
ernment to succeed Sheikh Alami 
who' diecTTeb. 6 at the age of 82. 

The new' mufti and his council 
voiced their deep appreciation to 
die King for his generosity in a 
cable Thursday saying that the 
gesture reflected the King’s deep 


concern over the situation of the 
holy shrines and the people in- 
volved in the upkeep of the Al 
Aqsa Mosque and the Dome of 
the Rock. 

Sheikh Jaabari Thursday met 
Minister of Awqaf and Islamic 
Affairs Izzeddin Al Khatib Al 
Tamimi and discussed the general 
affairs of Islamic shrines in Jeru- 
salem. 

Meanwhile, it was reported 
that work is continuing on the 
restoration of the Dome of- the 
Rock tti * Jerusalem; a - project 
undertaken by the Mivan firin’ of 
Ireland. 

The overall cost of the restora- 
tion project was expected to be 
around $10 million. 


Government to set up 9 new courts 


AMMAN (Petra) — The govern- 
ment plans to set up nine new 
courts of law in different gov- 
ernorates, and the Ministry of 
Justice has already begun prepa- 
rations for the project. Minister 
of Justice Yousef Mbeideen 
announced Thursday. 

The minister said, of the nine 
courts, there will be six settle- 
ment courts, two municipal 
courts and one first instance 
court. 

Upon directives issued by 


Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker, the Ministry of Justice 
conducted a study to determine 
the- court needs of various gov- 
emo rates relative to the court 
cases pertaining to each govemo- 
rate. The result was a recom- 
mendation to set up the nine new 
courts, Mr. Mbeideen said. 

Tbe Council of Ministers en- 
dorsed the project last month, 
and the government has made 
allocations for the premises, furn- 
iture, staff and other administra- 


tive requirements, the minister 
said. 

Tbe first instance and settle- 
ment courts will be responsible 
for adjudicating cases in urban 
and rural regions such as build- 
ing, health and traffic violations, 
as well as family and tribal dis- 
putes. 

The new courts will be estab- 
lished in Ajloun, Rweished, Ain 
Al Basha, Jizah, Dhiban, Aiy, 
Hussetnieh. Sahab and Ruseifa. 


Free industrial, commercial 
zones to go up in Aqaba 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Jorda- 
nian Free Zones Corporation 
(JFZC) plans to set up a free 
industrial zone and a free com- 
mercial zone in Aqaba for which 
tender documents have been pre- 
pared, ac cord ing to an announce- 
ment by JFZC Director General 
Falah Qudah in a statement out- 
lining the corporation's 1993 
objectives. 

Reporting also last year’s 
achievements, Mr. Qudah said 
JFZC made sufficient allocations 
to establish a free zone at the 
Sahab Industrial City and another 
at die Queen Alia International 
Airport (QAIA). 

Mr. Qudah said work is ex- 
pected to be completed on these 
two zones by the end of this year. 

Furthermore, he announced 


that during 1993, an industrial 
zone will be created at the Shi- 
dieh phosphate mines in the 
south. He said the zone will 
benefit the planned industrial and 
mineral complex which will pro- 
duce phosphate-based products 
by an Indian company working in 
concert with the Jordan Phos- 
phate Mines Company (JPMC). 

In Aqaba, a similar project mil 
be established to serve an indust- 
rial complex being executed by 
the JPMC in cooperation with a 
Japanese firm, Mr. Qudah said. 

In 1992, revenues from the free 
zones amounted to JD4,537,000 
compared to JD3,730,000 in 
1991; an increase of 21 per cent, 
Mr. Qudah reported. 

He said the additional revenues 
have enabled JFZC to cover the 


costs of its various expansion 
projects and new installations and 
to pay debts due to the Central 
Bank of Jordan (CBJ). 

Noting that the free zone in 
Zarqa witnessed increased activi- 
ties in 1992, Mr. Qudah said a 
total of 1,053,000 tonnes entered 
the zone last year, compared to 
825,720 in the 1991. 

He said the total amount of 
goods re-exported from the free 
zones to Arab countries in 1992 
was estimated at 1,045,000 tonnes 
compared to 777,000 tonnes in 
1991. 

Mr. Qudah said tendere were 
announced towards the end of 
last year to develop an additional 
300 dunums as annexes to ex- 
isting free zone lands in order to 
absorb additional investors. 


Local authorities help end 
Iraqi sit-in at U.N. envoy 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Repealer 

AMMAN — A group of 18 Iraqi 
refugees Thursday ended a sit-in 
at the offices of the United Na- 
tions High Commissioner for Re- 
fugees (UNHCR) after interven- 
tion from the local authorities, 
officials said Friday. 

Tbe group, which included 
women and children, launched 
the protest action Monday de- 
manding immediate resettlement 
abroad by UNHCR, saying they 
felt “insecure" in continuing to 
stay in Jordan. 

The laqis, all of whom have 
been granted refugee status by 
UNHCR, say they are political 
dissidents opposed to the Iraqi 
government. 

There was no immediate means 
to verify the authenticity of the 
claims. 

The group began the sit-in 
Monday, the same day when the 
strict enforcement of a Jordanian 
residency law went into effect. 

Under the law, all foreign resi- 
dents in the country — except 
those who have valid work or 


residence permits — have to reg- 
ister themselves with police. 

The refugees argued against 
registering themselves with 
police, saying they did not want 
to let their whereabouts be 
known to anyone. 

In the meantime, they also 
complained that their applica- 
tions for political asylum abroad 
were pending since several 
months and accused UNHCR of 
unfair treatment and feet- 
dragging. 

Janvier Reidmatten. chief of 
the UNHCR mission here, re- 
jected the accusation and pointed 
out that the U.N. agency had 
done its part in- processing the 
applications and forwarding them 
to potential host governments — 
mostly in Scandinavia. 

“It is up to the host govern- 
ments to act on the applications 
and UNHCR could do very little 
in this regard,” said Mr. Reid- 
matten, adding that “it is becom- 
ing extremely difficult these days 
for European countries to accept 
refugees.” 

“We are doing what we can but 
there are strict limitations to our 


role," he told the Jordan Times. 
“They (the sit-in protesters) are 
not the only ones seeking refuge 
abroad.” 

The sit-in ended after the U.N. 
agency sought intervention from 
the local security authorities. 

The nature of the intervention 
was not immediately known, but 
police officials held “negotia- 
tions" with the group for several 
hours Thursday” afternoon. 

The group was no longer pre- 
sent outside the UNHCR build- 
ing Friday morning-, and U.N. 
officials said the refugees had 
moved to hotels. 

Nearly 5,000 Iraqis have 
approached the UNHCR office in 
Amman seeking refuge abroad 
since May J991 when" the Iraqi 
government lifted a travel ban 
following the end of the Gulf war 
over Kuwait in March the same 
year. 

About 500 of the applicants 
have been granted refugee status 
on a case-by-case basis by 
UNHCR, and over 350 of them 
have already left Jordan through 
arrangements made by the U.N. 
agency. 


Jordanian 

chairs 

accounting 

conference 

inU.S. 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordanian 
accountant Talal Abu Ghazaleh, 
who is president of the -Arab 
Society of Certified Accountants 
(ASCA) is chairing this year’s 
week-long session of the Inter- 
governmental Working Group of 
Experts on International Stan- 
dards of Accounting and Report- 
ing (ISAR), which began Mar. 4 
in New York. 

The agenda will deal with 
means of improving education 
and practical training in the field 
of accounting and auditing. 

Mr. Abu Ghazaleh will deliver 
a speech entitied “Accounting 
Education in the Arab World,” 
focusing on (he qualities needed 
for a good accountant, the gap in 
accounting standards between tbe 
developed world and the de- 
veloping world and master plan 
to narrow thar disparity. 

Leaders in the field of account- 
ing education will participate in a 
one-day forum, also chaired by 
Mr. Abu Ghazaleh. The prog- 
ramme will follow a panel format 
where experts representing a 
geographical spread of the 
world's countries will seek to give 
guidance on how the educational 
challenges can be met. 

The Arab Society of Certified 
Accountants was established in 
1983 in London by a group of 
practising accountants in the 
Arab World who saw the need to 
qualify professional accountants 
to adhere to the internationalisa- 
tion of the accounting profession 
arid to bring the Arab accounting 
profession to an internationally 
acceptable standard. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
time and place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

☆ Exhibition of paintings by four Arab artists from the United 
States — Ghada Jamal, Helen Khal, Suha Nonrsi and Afaf 
Znrayk — at the Abdul Hameed Shornan Foundation Gallery 
in Jabal Amman, between the First and Second Circles (10 
a.m.- 4 p.m.) 

* TAimip book exhibition at the Islamic Centre in Zarqa, 

FILM 

☆ British film entitled “The Woman He Loved” at the British 
Council — 7 p.m. 


DO 1 * ftftlSS”* 

FOR 3 DINARS 

IFTAR (FULL MEAL) 
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60% of Palestinians 
in occupied lands 
favour resumption of 
peace talks 



AMMAN (J.T.) — A recent poll 
conducted in the Israeli occupied 
territories showed that 60 per 
cent of Palestinians are in favour 
of the resumption of the Arab- 
Israeli peace talks if a solution is 
found to the expellees issue. 

The poll, which was carried out 
by the Jerusalem Centre for In- 
formation and Communication in 
the occupied territories, reflected 
a relative optimism towards the 
possible outcome of the peace 
talks. 

While 31.9 per cent said that 
the negotiations will not yield any 
positive resalts, 50.7 per cent said 
and the negotiations will achieve 
progress, but insufficiently, and 
13.7 per cent said that negotiation 
is not the best route to resolving 
the Palestinian problem. 

Over 1,190 people participated 
in the poll taken in front of Israeli 
administered General Services 
Offices in the occupied territories 


over three days — Feb. 18, 19, 
20. Tbe sample which was 
gathered sporadically from indi- 
viduals frequenting the offices for 
personal administrative reasons, 
such as personal identity applica- 
tions, included Palestinians from 
alt parts of the occupied territor- 
ies as follows: 63.5 per cent from 
the West Bank, 36.5 per cent 
from the Gaza Strip. 21.7 per 
cent from the villages, 26.9 per 
cent from the refugee camps and 
51.4 per cent from cities. 

The poll also showed that 58.1 
per cent of Palestinians consi- 
dered representative of the 
Palestinian people to be the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO). while 12.4 per cent 
said it is the Islamic movement 
Hamas, and 26.1 per cent said 
that the real representation can 
only be achieved through direct 
elections. 
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Searching in 
the wrong place 

THE ZEAL with which U.N. inspectors search for 
nuclear activity in Iraq is perplexing. It could be better 
comprehended, of course, had the international orga- 
nisation given its quest a regional perspective as well. 
With Israel already recognised as a nuclear power and 
Iran fast moving in that direction, the emphasis on 
Iraq for ending nudear arms development in isolation 
from the broader interest of making the whole Middle 
East a nudear arms free zone makes a mockery of the 
U.N. effort and exposes the real intention of the 
powers behind that effort. 

The international community is dearly pursuing 
and applying a double standard in this context and this 
is not the first time that it has done so in the area. The 
latest episode Involving a search and destroy mission 
carried by 13 nuclear experts in Iraq comes on the 
heels of 17 previous efforts by the International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA) to identify nudear sites in Iraq 
which found no evidence suggesting the Iraqi govern- 
ment is still undertaking nudear weapons research or 
development. Now the U.N. is investigating in the field 
for the 18th time in spite of all the evidence collected 
earlier repudiating the charges that Baghdad may still 
be in possession of a mysterious underground nudear 
facility. The question is when this arbitrary U.N. 
inspection is going to end. The U.N. Security Coundl 
cannot decide to dispatch new teams to investigate the 
Iraqi scene on the basis of the remotest accusations or 
rumours. There must come a day when this unreason- 
able international conduct has got to cease. The 
permanent members of the Security Coundl arc called 
upon instead to target the proliferation of, nudear 
weapons in the Middle East by first ending the 
unlawful monopolistic possession of such mass destruc- 
tive arsenals by certain countries. There is really no 
effective way to end the dangers of nudear and 
thermonuclear arms as long as some countries have 
them and others do not. To break the cyde of nuclear 
proliferation, the comity of nations should strive to 
remove the initial cause for the spread of such weapons 
by calling on Israel and Iran to renounce not only the 
use of nuclear arms but also their development and 
possession. Only in so doing the danger of one of them 
or both exercising hegemony in the region could be 
neutralised. 

As long as the U.N. keeps on targetting Iraq alone 
by sending one team of technical experts after the 
other to zig zag its territory for no good reason, its 
conduct could become open for ail sorts of interpreta- 
tions that go beyond the quest for iron dad assurances 
that the Iraqi regime has effectively abandoned its 
nuclear programme. One obvious explanation could be 
that there is a determined policy by some Western 
powers to harass the Arab country with or without a 
legitimate cause, for reasons that have no relation to 
the alleged Iraqi capacity to produce nudear arms. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

THE KILLING of Israelis in the occupied Arab lands is not a 
manifestation of counter-terrorism on the part of the Palestinian 
resistance but rather a demonstration of anger and a reaction to 
atrocities committed by the Israelis for so long, said AI Ra’i 
Arabic daily. The paper said the spate of recent killings and 
assaults on the Israeli troops by Palestinians came in reaction to 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin's continuous acts of 
terrorism. At the same time, they display the heroism and the 
bravery of the oppressed people, struggling for freedom. The 
Palestinians are bound to escalate their attacks as they reject all 
the Israeli crimes and the deportation and the demolishing of 
homes, and they are waging a holy war aimed at liberating their 
homeland from occupation and ending all forms of racism 
practised against them, the paper continued. The brave, heroic 
and daring attacks on the Israelis are bound to increase in 
intensity and in number to such a degree that the Israelis will find 
it impossible to contain the situation and unable to stifle the spirit 
and the voice of resistance, the paper added. Despite the long 
years of persecution and occupation, said the paper, it is clear that 
the people of Gaza and the West Bank are not relenting in the 
struggle for liberation and it is clear that they- are determined to 
transform the life of the Israeli* into hell, making it impossible for 
them to enjoy safety and security anywhere. 

A columnist in Al Ra’i daily voiced total support for the recently 
announced plans to build dams to collect rain water. Ahmad Al 
Mfateh said that Jordan, as an agricultural country, needs water 
as a major element for its survival. The construction of more 
dams, he said, is one step in the right direction to help the country 
attain its goals. The writer said that most of the rain falling on’ 
Jordan every year is wasted due to the lack of sufficient dams to 
collect the water for irrigation purposes. The writer made specific 
mention of Ministry of Water plans to build a major dam at 
Karameh :hc Jordan Valley in April to collect rainwater, which 
can irrigate 400,000 dunums of land in the valley. He said that 
Jordanians accept the fact that fanning remains the backbone of 
their survival and they welcome projects to help them produce 
more food. In fact, more food production can enhance national 
sovereign* • and help Jordanians have a feeling of pride in their 
nation and its achievements. Referring to recent studies and 
research work in the badia and rural regions, the writer said that 
the country could benefit from 30 more dams in the nonh, centre 
and south in its endeavour to secure sufficient water for irrigation 
and other pruposcs. He said the cost of the construction of dams 
can be rvted at the domestic level without resorting to further 
borrowing .rum the World Bank at humiliating terms. 


ADJUSTING TO A NEW WORLD 

Syria looks to the West 


By Ed Blanche 
The Associated Press 

DAMASCUS — A major shuffle 
in the intelligence services and 
reports President Hafez Assad is 
in poor health are raising ques- 
tions about where Syria is bead- 
ing. 

The Damascus regime is obses- 
sively secretive and keeping track 
of its inner workings is extremely 
difficult. 

But with the regime looking 
increasingly to the West following 
Communism’s collapse Mr. 
Assad has clearly erabarke^ on 
economic and political change to 
secure a place for Syria in the new 
world order. 

Reports that the 62-year-old 
“lion of Damascus" is ailing have 
been circulating for months. 

Since he is a key player in the 
Arab-Israeli peace talks, his 
health assumes greater import- 
ance than it may have had pre- 
viously. 

The Israelis have made Syria, 
its archenemy for decades, the 
cornerstone of its negotiations 
because, unlike the other partici- 
pants, Mr. Assad rules alone and 
can make decisions unilaterally. 

The French newspaper Libera- 
tion reported recently that Mr. 
Assad suffered a heart attack 
around Jan. 19. That was denied 
by presidential spokesman Jub- 
ran Kourieh. 

Some Arab sources say Mr. 
Assad, who survived a serious 
heart attack in 1983, has bad to 
reduce his workload considerably 
over the past two years and now 
works only 3-4 hours a day. 

If Mr. Assad is ailing, there is 
little outward evidence of it and 
no indication that a power strug- 
gle is shaping up. 

He met with U.S. Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher last 
month to discuss the peace pro- 



Hafez Assad: Growing confi- 
dence 

cess and appeared to be suffi- 
ciently healthy. 

Whatever Mr. Assad’s condi- 
tion, the regime appears to be 
increasingly confident as it 
emerges from years of isolation. 

Mr. Assad's recent sbakeup in 
the intelligence services, which 
have eliminated all internal dis- 
sent, would seem to underline 
this. 

Among the commanders whom 
sources say were moved aside was 
military intelligence chief Maj. 
Gen. Ali Duba. Military intelli- 
gence is the most powerful of the 
regime's 15 security agencies. • 

Removing Mr. Duba, who has 
been linked to Syrian based mili- 
tant factions. Could be part of Mr. 
Assad's strategy to encourage the 
United States to drop Syria from 
its list of states supporting terror- 
ism and open the door to econo- 
mic aid. 

The sources say Mr. Assad has 
promoted Muhammad Nassif, 
bead of the general intelligence 
branch, which is responsible for 
internal security. 

Mr. Nassif, an Assad relative. 


is reputed to be one of the few 
figures to have instant access to 
the president. 

He is also believed to be dose 
to the president’s 32-year-old 
son, air force Maj. Basil Assad, 
who has been taking an in- 
creasingly high profile of late. 
Some say-Mr. Nassif is expected 
to take over the whole intelli- 
gence system, which would make 
him immensely powerfiiL 

But if that is so, it marks a 
significant departure for Mr. 
Assad. He assiduously has 
avoided concentrated power in 
soefa a manner and has kept the 
military and intelligence power 
centres in competition to keep 
them from posing a threat. 

Mr. Nassirs emergence as in- 
telligence supremo would, in 
theory, strengthen Basil Assad's 
position. But it remains undear 
whether BasO is actually being 
groomed to succeed his father. 

People who know him say he 
lacks the political maturity and 
determination to rule and has 
shown little inclination to do so. 
He could be a frontman for other 
more powerful figures. 

Mr. Assad has not publicly 
designated a successfor. So 
whether power can be transferred 
smoothy in a country that he has 
ruled with an iron fist for 22 years 
is moot. 

Syria came perilously dose to 
civil war when Mr. Assad was 
felled by his heart attack a decade 
ago. 

His unruly younger brother, 
Rifaat, attempted to seize power 
in February 1984 and was stymied 
only when other generals inter- 
vened. 

Rifaat was sent into exile to 
Europe, where he lived flam- 
boyantly m Switzerland, Spain 
and France. Rifaat returned to 
Damascus in August for his 
mother’s funeral and, to the sur- 
prise of many, has remained. 


Kurdish vi^ence 




US* 


‘By Ercan Ersoy 
Reuter 

ANKARA — Kurdish guerrilla 
attacks on oil installations in 
southeast Turkey have hampered 
exploration and production, and 
alarmed local and foreign firms 
working there. 

Company executives said 
assaults on oil facilities, which 
often go unreported in the Tur- 
kish press, had terrified their 
workers and greatly complicated 
daily operations. 

But state officials refused to 
link the violence directly with 
what they say will be a fall in 
Turkey’s crude oD output this 
year to 82.000 barrels per day 
(BPD) from 85,600 BPD in 1992 
— roughly one seventh of nation- 
al consumption. 

“Terrorism m the southeast has 
made it almost impossible for oil 
companies to work there,” Oy- 
man Sayer, general manager of 
the Turkish arm of the U.S. firm 
Aladdin Middle East, said. Alad- 
din Middle East is a fully-owned 
subsidiary of Aladdin Petroleum 
Corp., based in Wichita, Kansas. 

Mr. Sayer told Reuters one of 
his engineers had been killed and 
seven other workers wounded in 
several Kurdish raids last year. In 
one attack, an engineer escaped 
only by feigning death. 

Almost all Turkey’s ofl activity 
is concentrated in tire southeast, 
scene of a nine-year-old rebellion 
by the independence-seeking 
Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK). 

In September, the PKK killed 
two other engineers and wounded 
five workers employed by Mobil 
Oil Turk as, a subsidiary of the 
U.S. Mobil G>rp., in an attack on 
an oil rig in Batman province. 

“We cannot go to some fields 
and to some depots. We operate 
some fields only in daytime. 
Security is a big problem. One 


third of my 

igned because Of fear, Mr- Sayer 

Some foreign oil firms say ^*7 

may reduce operations 
southeast, without publicly 
the violence as a fac* or - 

A month after the Bacman 
attack, Mobil Oil Turk, the * uri 
■ biggest oil producer -in Turkey, 
applied to have 14 of its 45 
exploration licences in the south 
east cancelled. 

Mobil said it would not close 
producing fields or abandon ex- 
ploration activities in the region, 
but would relinquish some 
licenses because the areas they 
covered were unpromising. 

Savan Zorlu, public relations 
director of Mobil, said repeated 
guerrilla attacks had damaged 
production facilities. 

“The damaged areas were re- 
paired and required security mea- 
sures were immediately taken. 
There is no company at rhe mo- 
ment that stopped its activity 
because of terrorism." 

He said Mobil planned to lower 
oil output to 3,264 BPD in 1993 
from 3,481 BPD from 27 south- 
eastern wells last year. 

An official from N.V. Turkse 
Shell, a subsidiary of Royal 
Dutch/SheU Group, said the com- 
pany would maintain production 
as despite the continuing 

conflict m the region. 

Okan Ozdemir, general mana- 
ger of state-run Turkish Pet- 
roleum Company (TPAO), also 
pledged to keep up normal opera- 
tions. 

' “Local or foreign firms will not 
be affected in future from terror- 
ist activities in the southeast as 
our government has taken neces- 
sary measures to prevent such 
attacks,” he said. 

But Ahmet Akcael. head of 
Turkey’s general directorate of 
oil affairs, told Cumhuriyet news- 


Eftifed about 5.500 peopto 

^Sy-seven Turkish and 
^ companies are explore# 
fre iiTaed gas in Turkey, which- 
hi never b£n a major producer, 

sSL rely on army protection 
foreign oilmen said they 
preferred tcfdo without it. saying- 
a visible military presence could 
£ the PKK violence they. 

wanted to avoid. . 

Oil sources say PKK attacks 
have caused damage worth tens 
of thousands of dollars, but no„ 
nweise figures were available. 

^ TPAO.°the largest of Turkey s 
five oil producers, expects ** 
output to decJmeto 55,^0BPD. 
this year from 57,643 BPD. 

Shell expects its production to. 
fall to 13.100 BPD from 14,500 
last year. The U.S.-Turkish part- 
nership ARCO Turkey Inc. pro- 
jects about 1,900 BPD, down, 
from 2,260 BPD in 1992. . 

Mr. Ozdemir said Turkey 
would import more crude oil this* 
year to offset the anticipated drop 
in output and to meet new de- 
mand from an economy expected 
to grow at about five per cent. 

Turkey will buy about 19.65 
million tonnes of oil in 1993, up 
from about 18.5 million last year, 
he said. 

The armed forces have intensi- 
fied military pressure on the PKK 
in the past year, but there is no' 
sign the revolt is over. 

“The government is doing its. 
best, this is not enough,” Mr." 
Sayer said. “We have 31 troops- 
and village guards protecting one- 
field. Are we fighting a war or. 
drilling foT oil?" 


Defiant for life 

Cleric attacks Egypt as he faces possible U.S. deportation 


By Jeanne King 
Reuter 

NEW JERSEY — Even as he 
faces possible deportation from 
the United. States that could 
mean bis imprisonment back in 
Egypt, a bnnd fundamentalist 
Muslim cleric remains steadfast in 
calling for the overthrow of the 
Cairo government. 

Sheikh Omar Abdul Rahman 
lives in exile in Jersey City, New 
Jersey, his sermons banned in 
Egypt but widely smuggled into 
the country by his adherents. 

The dim view of his activities 
taken by the Egyptian govern- 
ment is hardly a surprise. Sheikh 
Abdul Rahman says the govern- 
ment of Hosni Mubarak should 
be overthrown and adds that he 
wouldn’t mind if the Egyptian 
leader were killed like Anwar 
Sadat before him. 

Mr. Sadat was gunned down in 
1981 by fundamentalists who say 
Sheikh' Abdul Rahman is their 
spiritual leader. 


He has denied any involvement 
but adds: “I wish for Hosni 
Mubarak what happened to 
Sadat.” He spoke to Reuters in a 
recent interview from his sparsely 
furnished apartment in this town 
just- across the- Hudson River 
from -Manhattan. 

Sheikh Abdul Rahman, 54, 
gives sermons throughout the re- 
gion, but if is the simple audio 
cassette that connects him to his 
followers. Dozens of tapes are 
stacked 3t his apartment and a 
large “boom box" tape recorder 
sits next to him. 

For the authorities. Sheikh 
Abdul Rahman is a political hot 
potato. 

He is fighting the U.S. im- 
migration and naturalisation ser- 
vice, which wants him deported 
to Egypt because he allegedly lied 
on his papers when he came to 
the United States in 1990. The 
authorities say he foiled to dis- 
close that he was a polygamist 
and was convicted in 1987 of 
writing a bad check in Egypt. 

The Egyptian government has 


reportedly been asking the Un- 
ited States to do something to 
curb the sheikh, but they do not 
want him back in Egypt, where 
he could become a magnet for 
opposition to the government. 

■*T amwilling to go to :Egypt 
right now. And if they kill me, F 
will be a martyr,” said Sheikh 
Abdul Rahman. 

He is awaiting an immigration 
judge's ruling in his case. 

He even suggests the United 
States should support the over- 
throw of the Egyptian govern- 
ment because of alleged human 
rights abuses. 

He accused President Mubarak 
of ruling Egypt “with an iron 
fist,” adding that the Egyptian 
system depends on aggression 
and oppression. 

“Everything in Egypt is fix- 
ed... a game. The West should 
ask Mubarak about bis financial 
status,” said the sheikh, who then 
accused the Egyptian president of 
“stealing state money.” 

He claimed that Egyptian jails 
were full of political opponents 


who were being tortured by elec- 
tric shock, beatings and dog 
attacks. Human rights groups 
agree that political prisoners in 
Egypt are subject to torture. 

Sheikh . Abdul Rahman also 
said IraqrPresidem^Saddam Hus- 
sein mosTaiso go because -of the 
“acts of aggressions be commit- 
ted against the Kuwaitis, the 
Kurds and his own people.” 
“Any Muslim wishes him out 
of power,” he added. 

Sheikh Abdul Rahman also de- 
nied that his group was involved 
in recent attacks on tourists in 

^But he said that tourists should 
maintain the traditions of his 
country. 

Predicting the establishment of 
an Islamic state in Egypt, Sheikh. 
Abdul Rahman said that “every- 
thing is prepared and everything 
is ready,” for a Muslim govern- 
ment which he said would be 
ruled by “divine law.” 

He sakl the Western world and 
the United States in particular 
should not oppose such a system. 


LETTERS 


Private schools 

‘Win some, lose some’ 

To the Editor: 

ASSOCIATED AS I am with a fee-paying albeit non profit 
making school, some might consider it impudent of me to enter 
kiXo the current discussion -on the advisabiiity^of.tnvitmg^ -govern-: 
tment -intervention in the administration of private schools. But 
having been asked for my views by so many. I felt it appropriate 
to answer through your columns. 

Every school, private or state, should maintain the highest 
ethical standards in all its dealings. However, too much govern- 
ment involvement could prove pernicious to the whole fabric of a 
balanced, democratic society in which freedom of choice must 
prevail. 

I would therefore suggest that concerned parents, who at 
present feel they have no choice other than to support the private 
sector in edacation, prevail upon their M.P.s and relevant 
authorities to demand that the standards and facilities of state 
schools reflect the desires and aspirations of the whole spectrum 
of our society. 

I would welcome a Jordan in which private schooling becomes 
almost obsolete as is the case in say, France, Scandinavia, and 
Holland. On the other hand though, I have to remind people that 
all those countries have very high levels of taxation and in the 
main, rather small families. 

Unfortunately, you win some, you lose some! 

Sarvath El Hassan 


THE LOCAL press in the past 
week focused on the escalation of 
violence in the occupied Arab 
territories, speculations about the 
outcome of U.S. Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher's visit 
to the Middle East, the situation 
in Iraq and a host of domestic 
affairs. 

In tackling the upsurge of vio- 
lence in the Israeli-held Arab 
lands, a columnist in Al Ra’i said 
that since Israel knows no lan- 
guage but that of killing, the only 
logical reaction for the Palesti- 
nians is to kill Israelis. 

Tareq Masarweh said that ever 
since the Israelis occupied the 
Golan and the Palestinian lands, 
their main aim was to create the 
so called “Greater Israel,” and 
no doubt they have been aiming 
to achieve that goal through their 
continued atrocities in the occu- 
pied lands. 

By killing the Israelis, the 
Palestinians are giving a warning 
not only to the Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin government 
that they would pay Israel in its 
own coin, but also to Jewish 
immigrants planning to settle in 
the occupied Arab territories, 
said the writer. 

Al Dustour daily said Arab 
attack on Israeli settlers and 
troops could mark the beginhing 
of the end of occupation since this 
is the only language which Israel 
understands. The daily said the 
Palestinians are making the 
occupation a heavy burden on 
Rabin government and Israeli 
society, horrifying the Israeli man 
in the street. 

The Israelis should realise that 
their occupation of Arab land and 
their repression of the Palesti- 
nians is not without an end, said 
the paper. 

Sawt Al Shaab Arabic daily 
called on the United Nations to 
dispatch U.N. peacekeeping 
troops to the occupied territories 
to protect the Arab population 
from Israel's terrorist acts. Mr. 


The week in print 


Israel’s language of death 


Reviewed by .Elia Nasrallab 


Rabin is escalating repression in a 
bid to stifle the intifada and in 
order to plant obstacles in the 
path of the peace process, said 
the paper. It said that under the 
pretext of searching for the killers 
of Israeli troops, the Israeli gov- 
emmnet is committing untold 
atrocities against the civilian 
population. 

Turning to Mr. Christopher’s 
tour of the Middle East in the 
past month. Sawt Al Shaab said 
the U.S. secretary of state has 
succeeded in finding a way 
around the implementation of 
U.N. Security Council Resolu- 
tion 799. While Mr. Christopher 
was careful to note during his 
tour that the U.S. wants the 
Iraqis to remain under siege for 
not implementing U.N. resolu- 
tions in full, he was keen on 
making the Arabs understand 
that his government does not 
want Israel to be subjected to any 
sanctions for not implementing 
Resolution 799, the paper 
pointed out saying that Mr. 

Christopher was careful to medi- 
ate between Syria and Israel over 
the Golan Heights. The paper 
said that the U.S. secretary of 
state has also succeeded in sowing 
the seeds of suspicion among the 
Arab parties, undermining their 
united stand vis-a-vis Israel's 
practices. 

Saleh Al Qallab, a columnist in 
Al Dustour expressed fear that 
another Arab country would fol- 
low in the footsteps of Egypt and 
conclude a separate peace treaty 
with Israel. Without mentioning 
the Arab’state. the writer said the 
late Egyptian President Anwar 
Sadat was right in declaring that 



99 per cent of the cards were held 
by the United States, which 
wields power over Israel and can 
force the Jewish state to act 
according to Washington's de- 
sires. The writer said that it is 
feared that the U.S. will now 
exercise pressure on Israel to 
withdraw from the lands of yet 
another Arab country in order to 
bring about another separate 
treaty with the Arabs. 

Ahmad Al Misleh, a columnist 
in Al Ra’i drew attention to a 
recent statement by Mr. Rabin in 
which he said he would like to see 
no Palestinian taking part in the 


peace negotiations. To follow up 
on his statement, the Israeli 
prime minister leaked news about 
alleged Israel i-Syrian agreement 
over the withdrawal from the 
Golan, the writer said. This, he 
said, coincided — not surprisingly 
— with a visit to Israel by Osama 
Al Baz, the Egyptian presidential 
advisor who announced that 
Egyptian President Hosni Mubar- 
ak will go to Israel soon. What is, 
clear here is a determined atti- 
tude on the part of the Israeli 

f ovemment to reach a treaty with 
yria like it did with Egypt 
through the Camp David talks. 


and by doing so, Mr. Rabin is 
hoping to keep the Palestinians 
out in the dark. 

With reference to the situation 
in Iraq, Taher Al Udwan, a col- 
umnist in Al Dustour, said it is 
time for the Arabs to turn to their 
domestic affairs and discuss ways 
to restore solidarity among them- 
selves in the face of the looming 
dangers threatening the whole 
Arab Nation. 

The writer said that Mr. Christ- 
opher had discussed the Iraqi 
question with the leaders of Arab 
countries he had visited recently 
and it was clear that the Clinton 
administration was conducting a 
reassessment of the situation and 
its position towards Iraq in the 
light of Mr. Christopher's tour. 
He said that much depends on the 
Arabs themselves, because they 
have the power to convince the 
United States to terminate the 
sanctions on the Iraqi people. 

Farouk Al Sharaa, the Syrian 
foreign minister, has recently 
stressed his country’s total objec- 
tion to, and resistance of any 
moves to partition Iraq, said 
Salameh Ekour in Sawt Al' 
Shaab. Such a statement, coming 
in the wake of the Western coali- 
tion’s drive to separate the north- 
ern and southern parts of Iraq 
from the centre, was of para- 
mount importance, he said. 

The writer said Mr. Sharaa’s 
statement is a very important step 
on the part of Syria to expose the 
coalition's conspiracy against the 
Arab country, added the writer. 

Tareq Masarweh criticised the 
United States for warning Amer- 
ican citizens m Jordan against 
“heightened” " terrorist threats. 
Any American citizen is more 


safe in Amman than he could be 
in New York, Washington or Los 
Angeles, said the writer. As we 
had demanded from the Jorda- 
nian government to make strong 
representations with the United 
States over its continued siege of 
Aqaba, we are demanding that 
tne government reply strongly to 
the warning, he said. 

In the view of Khaled Maha- 
din, a columnist in.Al Ra’i, the 
u.a. btate Department’s wam- 
ing to American citizens in Jor- 
dan could have been a way for 
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families opto $8,000 in this categ- 
ory. 

Altogether 58,000 people have 
(Bed Form A claims with a total 
claim of $285 million. 

Form B means a claim of com- 
pensation for personal injuries, 
torture in particular. Personal in- 
jury as well as psychological 
effects resulting from rape or 
witnessing murders and other 
crimes are included in this categ- 
ory. While the compensation in 
this category varies on the type of 
personal or psychological injury, 
about 650 people have applied in 
Form B, according to the Minis- 
try of Labour. 

The combined amount of Form 
B compensation claims is $5 mil- 
lion. 

Form C incorporates losses of 
all persona] and private business 
ventures worth less than 
$100,000. Losses suffered by “nn- 
incorpo rated” partnerships mus- 
t.in principle, be claimed jointly 
by all partners. Thus far 32,000 
Form C applications — worth $1 
billion — have been given to the 
Ministry of Labour. 

Because Kuwaiti law allowed 
only Kuwaitis to own business, all 
Jordanians and Palestinians had 


' — *uw ivuuuuy ui 

Labour gave the Jordan limes no 
exact figure except to say it was 
below $4 billion. 

The Ministry of Labour says 
that 99 per cent of fonns A, B 
and C have been compiled, and 
sent to Geneva and that the 


“larger” compensation claims in 
Form D and E are still being 
compiled. 


Mri Oteibi says that Forms D 
and E need special attention “be- 
cause there are so many more 
details that need to be checked in 
the larger claims.” 

The money for compensation is 
expected to come from Iraq oil 
sales and frozen assets. Iraqi 
nationals are specifically ex- 
cluded from applying for com- 
pensation. Even those who lived 
in Kuwait for decades are barred 
from applying for compensation.' 

Compensation Form C specifi- 
cally says. “Claims will not be 
considered on behalf of Iraqi 
nationals who do not have bona- 
fide nationality of another state.” 
A U.N. proposal that Iraq sell 
$ 1.6 billion of its ofl, includes a 
clause which would draw on 
almost one third of that amount 
for the U.N. compensation fund. 
Iraq has thus far refused to go 
along with this proposal. 


By Eric Watkins 

THE YEMENI government con- 
tinues to occupy a precarious posi- 
tion in the wake of riots, bombs 
and assassination attempts last 
December. And, with the eco- 
nomy still on a downward slide, 
that position looks set to become 
even more precarious in the com- 
ing months. 

But seemingly undaunted by 
their situation. Yemeni officials 
continue to exude an air of optim- 
ism as the country prepares for its 
first- national elections in April. 
“No one”, says Foreign Minister 
Abdul Karim Iriani. “can deny 
that Yemen's future will be 
prosperous.” 

Perhaps not. But then again no 
one can affirm that Yemen's pre- 
sent is anything like prosperous 
either. 

Dr. Iriani has it just about right 
when be says that “conditions 
now are doe primarily to the 
consequences of the Gulf crisis''. 
Certainly the expulsion of a mil- 
lion Yemenis from Saudi Arabia 
and the Gulf states has had a 
disastrous effect on the economy, 
depriving it of substantial remitt- 
ance earnings and adding the 
burden of so many extra months 1 ' 
to feed. Indeed, a year after the 
September 1990 expulsions, un- 
employment stood at 36 per-cent 
and inflation at 100 per cent. 
Little wonder there were riots in 
San’a less than a month later. 

But the riots which erupted last 
December in Ta'izz cannot be 
attributed entirely or even mostly 
to consequences "of the Gulf cri- 
sis. Sinoe September 1990 the 


Yemen’s riots prompt talk of reform 


-government has aggressively mar- 
keted rights to some 20 oil con- 
cessions, bringing in an estimated 
$800m in hard currency. To its 
credit it has used the income 
mostly to good advantage by con- 
trolling the slide of the riyal and 
stabiliang'inflation. But that poli- 
cy faltered in August 1992 when 
the riyal suddenly began to nose- 
dive and inflation to soar. By 
Dec. 9, when the riots broke out 
in Ta’izz, the riyal had already 
losr 50 per cent of its value. 

Remarkably the government 
initially failed to acknowledge the 
economic causes of the disturb- 
ances. Within hours of the riot’s 
eruption. San 'a Radio broadcast 
a statement from the Presidential 
Council denouncing the events as 
“irresponsible and unpatriotic" 
and stressing the right of “people 
to express tnemselves in a peace- 
ful, democratic and civilised man- 
ner”. 

San’a Radio continued its cri- 
ticism the following day with 
quotations from the official press 
which hinted at a ‘‘secret con- 
spiracy” behind the riots, a con- 
spiracy aimed at destroying 
national unity. 

But economic issues soon be- 
gan to enter government state- 
ments. On Dec. 12, the deputy 
minister of information acknow- 
ledged “price rises" as a factor 
and went on to say that the 
country bad been especially 
strained “by the return of some 
1.5m expatriates after the Gulf 
war”. Though his figures were 


Police expect more arrests in bombing 
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Self-censorship is a reality in Jordan 

: (Continued fton. W 1) ESL«- “2 ! 


journalists are unaware of 
>hat can and cannot be pub- 
lished.” Many nre -not trained. 
-in ethics, and therefore they, 
‘fail to understand what is fair- 
play, explained the journalist, 
adding that this compels repor- 
ters to censor sensitive mate- 
rial from the outset. 

; Many journalists believe 
Ithat all forms of censorship 
Should be abolished. They be- 
lieve that the new press and 
publication draft law, which 
Iforbids reporting on numerous 
institutions and topics, is as 
•restrictive as the old law. Yet 
officials working with the press 
^naintain that censorship is 
necessaiy to ensure that press 
freedom is not abused. 

. “It’s like the law of traffic,” 
explained Issa Jahmani, direc- 
tor of the Press and Publica- 
tions Department. “When you 
pass the red tight, you do harm 
to others.” 

Yet if journalists seem cynic- 
al about the lack of changes in 
the field, their performance is 
also the target of much critic- 
ism. Editors, trained journal- 
ists and senior press officials 
claim that the vast majority of 
Jordanian journalists are un- 
qualified. Some of these critics 
believe that a certain level of 
censorship is required in the 
absence of professionalism and 
training. 

Due to lack of training, ex- 
perience and understanding of 
the profession, many reporters 
do not know how to approach 
a news item, Mr. Sharif said. 

While journalists do admit 
that training and education is 
in many cases not up to the 
necessary professional stan- 
dards, some say that this 
should not be used as an ex- 
cuse for enforcing stringent 
censorship measures. 

“Most journalists aren’t well- 
trained,” agreed one free- 
lancer. “But this is also used as 
an alibi by the government” to 
support the need for extensive 
censorship practices, thp re- 
porter added. J 

“We can’t expect substantial 
change from the journalists,” 
she added, explaining that the 
majority of reporters are the 


same ones that were writing 
before the democratic tide. 

While journalists debate 
whether their situation has im- 
proved since the democratisa- 
yWi tion Tprocess -began; 1 those -dis- . 
kkisfied with the standard of 
professionalism maintain that 
reporters themselves are large- 
ly responsible for the lack of 
advancement in their work. 

“Some journalists are trying 
to change," said an editor of a 
daily. “But they don’t have the 
means, guts and education to 
break out of the p re-1989 
structures,” he explained, 
adding that “this doesn't mean 
die government forces them to 
stick to the old cliches.” 

In addition, sources critical 
of journalists argue that repor- 
ters have misunderstood the 
meaning of democracy and 
freedom of expression. They 
maintain that if not edited, 
journalists would produce 
sloppy and careless work. 

“Some journalists think that 
democracy means the right to 
criticise. But they don’t know 
how to get the facts,” a chief 
editor said. “They want to use 
democracy without thorough 
research and without being leg- 
al minded,” he added. 

According to another editor, 
it is difficult to determine when 
a reporter is basing an item on 
fact or opinion. 

“There is no separation be- 
tween news items, analysis and 
opinion,” the editor said. Too 
often the tines are blurred, he 
explained. “One single article 
usually contains news, analysis 
and opinion, and the reader 
bas no way of knowing which is 
which,” be added. 

Yet if the amount of critic- 
ism levelled against censorship 
seems abundant, most repor- 
ters, nevertheless, also ex- 
pressed a measure of optimistic 
about the future of the press. 

“The democratic process is 
still new,” said a reporter who 
began working for the press 
during the liberalisation era. 
Journalists need to be given a 
* chance to practice without a' 
heavy dose of censorship, the 
journalist said, adding, 
“understanding what it (demo- 
cracy) means is a process, and 
we are just at the beginning of 
tbat process.” 
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about the motive for the bomb- 
ing, saying Salameh had only 
tenuous links to extremist groups. 

Reports conflicted over the 
nationality of the suspect. Some 
said he was Egyptian and others 
said he was a Palestinian. Yet 
some other reports said he was 
born in Jordan. 

Commissioner Kelly said 
Salameh’s citizenship was still in 
doubt and investigators are look- 
ing into the issue. 

Shortly after $alameh’s ariest, 
police investigating the blast sear- 
ched the apartment formerly 
occupied by Mr. Sayyid Nosair, 
who was convicted of weapons 
charges and assault in the killing 
of Jewish extremist Rabbi Meir 
Kabane, police sources said. 
Nosair ; was tried but found inno- 
cent .of.lCaljane’s^mpider... 

While searching, they-arrested 
die current occupant, Nosair’s 
cousin, Ibrahim AI Gabrowny, 
on charges of obstruction, the 
sources said. 

Both Nosair and Salameh 
prayed at a mosque in nearby 
Jersey City which has become a 
focal point for Muslim fun- 
damentalists in the area. 

Among the preachers has been 
Sheikh Abdul Rahman: 

The sheikh, who fives in Jersey 
City with his three wives, is facing 
deportation from the United 
States. 

The sheikh, 54, is the spiritual 


// 


leader of an Islamic fundamental- 
ist movement responsible for a 
wave of violent attacks that have 
shaken- the Egyptian government, 
including attacks and foreign 
tourists. 

The sheikh's followers in 
Egypt, known as the Islamic 
Group, are seeking to set up a 
fundamentalist state. 

Mr. Kelly speculated that 
Salameh might have assumed the 
van had been completely des- 
troyed in the blast when he de- 
cided to try to get the money 
back. 

Details of the complaint 
against Salameh pointed to him 
as tiie builder of the massive 
bomb that blasted a 30-metre 
wide hole in an underground 
parking garage of the world's 
second tallest building. 

The complaint said that tools 
anrlparts.were, found at an apart- 
ment Salameh used and that a 
police expert said they were evi- 
dence of a “bomb maker ” 

U.S. District Judge Richard 
Owen ordered Salameh held 
without ball. 

He said that Salameh could 
face the death penalty, although 
prosecutors said after the hearing 
that it was not clear if the death 
penalty applied in this case. ^ 

The federal complaint againsty 
Salameh charges that be “did aid 
and abet the damage of the 
World Trade Centre complex by 
use of an explosive device causing 
the death of at least five indi- 


somewhat inflated, the deputy 
minister was at least on the right 
track about jobs and prices. 

Yemen's President Council and 
ministers were also arriving at the 
same conclusion. On Dec. 13, the 
cabinet met to discuss the riots 
and forwarded recommendations 
to the Presidential Council prop-; 
osing measures to “achieve secur- 
ity, improve living conditions, 
consolidate the capabilities of the 
national economy, augment and 
improve public revenues and ex- 
pedite the process of national 
reform and reconstruction". 

And in a joint meeting on Dec. 
15, the council and the cabinet 
approved the recommendations 
which, they said, “proposed ways 
of gradually tackling the current 
economic situation in a way to 
reduce the budget defier, increase 
revenues, and curb inflation.” 
According to Prime Minister 
Haidar Abu Baker AI Attas, they 
were fine words but a yeartoolate. 

Mr. Attas made his views clear 
in a subsequent letter to the 
Presidential Council. Referring to 
the riots as “constituting an alarm 
for all sides", he went on to 
discuss the government's efforts 
in confronting the failing eco- 
nomy and said it had decided 
“the major means to tackle this 
situation was to approve what we 
refused to approve during the 
joint meeting of the Presidential 
Council and the cabinet at the 
end of 1991. and to implement 
the decisions which were not im- 
plemented as a result of the poli- 


viduals.” 

Gilmore Childers, assistant 
U.S. attorney, characterised the 
bombing as “the single most des- 
tructive act of terrorism on 
American soil.” 

Robert Precht, Salameh’s 
court-appointed attorney, said his 
client was innocent and asked 
that his client be released on $5 
million bail, but the judge re- 
fused. 

“Obviously the hysteria that is 
surrounding this case was in evi- 
dence at the hearing," be told 
reporters after the arraignment. 

Salameh appeared relaxed in 
federal court as the charges were 
read to him in Arabic by an 
interpreter. The slight, bearded 
man, dressed in a gray jogging 
suit, nodded to his court 
appointed lawyer, but did not 
address the court 
. If. -convicted, he faces. life in 
prison. A hearing was scheduled 
for March 10. 

In Cairo, an Egyptian lawyer 
said Friday he thought he had 
seen Salameh at the trial of 
Nosair in New York in late 1991. 

Muntazer Ai Zayyat, one of a 
team of lawyers who successfully 
defended Nosair, against charges 
of killing Kahane, told Reutersi 

“When I was going to court for 
the defence, there was a group of 
young Arabs who always 
attended. I think mhere was 
someone called Mohammad 
Salameh but I cannot.be sure 
without seeing his photograph." 


lical atmosphere which prevailed 
in 1992”. 

They were critical words. 

But more critical still was the 
blame Mr. Attas placed on the 
ruling parties — the General Peo- 
ples' Cbngress (GPQ and the 
Yemen Socialist Party (YSP) — 
for foiling to cooperate with each 
other. 

“The deterioration of the eco- 
nomic situation,” he said, 
“reached a climax when differ- 
ences between the GPC and YSP 
contributed towards the splitting 
of political parties and organisa- 
tions into two groups.” 

The prime minister continued 
that “this has led to the frag- 
mentation of the positions of the 
political parties, popular orga- 
nisations and trade unions". Con- 
cluding his line of thought, Mr. 
Attas asserted that “these situa- 
tions have, objectively, paved the 
way for erroneous actions and 
behaviour and for all the damage 
these could cause to the econo- 
mic, social and political situa- 
tion”. Thus, for Mr. Attas. it was 
political and economic misman- 


agement — and not the Gulf 
crisis ■— which led to the Decem- 
ber riots.' 

From a member o^the Yemeni 
government, Mr. Attas* words 
were a startling admission of re- 
•sponsibilitv and, for the most 
part, they fit the focts. 

In August the riyal began its 
decline, terrorist attacks in- 
creased and inflation rose sharp- 
ly. Political differences between 
the GPC and YSP doubrless led 
to increased tension throughout 
the country and to a degree of 
political fragmentation as well. 
But the riots in Ta'izz sprang 
from economic causes: from the 
continuing decline of the eco- 
nomy after the Gulf war and from 
the failure of the government to 
do much about it. 

But more to the point is the 
commonly held view that a cor- 
rupt government has siphoned off 
"the country’s new oil revenues for 
its own purposes. That view, 
together with underlying econo- 
mic frustration, was what trig- 
gered the riots: 

The programme of reform and 


reconstruction now proposed I 
the government may well brit 
economic benefits. In the she 
term, fiscal responsibility on tl 
government's part will perha] 
reduce public hostility and that 
turn may improve the climate fi 
investment. 

Towards that' end. the gover 
meat has long since passed a ne 
investment law which may proi 
attractive to foreign capital, 
the longer term, Yemen doi 
have reasonable prospects, esp* 
daily as the country's new 
found reserves of oil and natur 
gas come on stream in comme 
cial quantities. Oil productiot 
now running at just undt 
190,000 barrels per day. is set i 
rise by 120 , 000 bpd in Septemt* 
when Canadian Occidental 
Masila fields come into produ- 
tion. That increase will nor tui 
the country into an oil state, but 
will at least make an improvi 
ment. And, with exploration cot 
tinuing apace, there could t 
larger discoveries yet in the ft 
ture. 

But for the meantime Verne 
will indeed have to cope i 
adversity. 

Middle East International 
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CHINA 

House Res taura nt 

☆ Taste and enjoy our special 
dinner in Ramadan. 

☆ Special - Chinese dishes & best 
sea food. 

* Excellent IFTAR dinner daily 
with special price. 

Open daily 5:00-midnight 

Jabaf AI Hussein, Ministry 

of Trade A Industry Road. 

TeL 667755 
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CROWN INTLEST. 

Packing, shipping 
Forwarding, storage 

worldwide Removals 

Air, Sea and Land 

FAX: 69 06 52 
POST: 92 64 87 
^ Amman-Jordan J 
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A-Kais Dryclean, 1 Hr. Service 

* Shoes repair * Engraving 

* Keys Service 
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cleaning 
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Hut, phone 821656, Fax 
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/ CHEN’S s 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

< 6:30 -Midnight > 


4 RENT & SALE 

- Many villas and apart- 
ments are available for 
rent and sale, furnished 
or unfurnished. 

- Also many plots of land 
are available for sale. 

For further details, 
please call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel.: 810605/810309 
Fax: 810520 


The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
In Jordan 

1st Circle, Jaba! Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 

Take awiy Is evaBaMc 

Open daily 12:00*3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

TeL 638968 


1 MANDARIN RESTAURANT I 

Special Chinese Foods 
Stilled Chinese Chefs 

[Open 1&303JQ A 6cOQ-lliX <faii r j 

Tnk* away Is available 

Wadi Saqra Road 
n ear Philadelphia Hot el . 
fTeL 681922, Amman] 

Once Tasted 


For the best 
for your 
MONEY... 
ADVERTISE 
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Every great city in the world has its China 
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Expatriates and 
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issian Lyudmila Narozhilenko takes a hurdle on her way to mark a 
iv world record in the 60 metres hurdles (AFP photo) 

slarozhilenko breaks 
vorld record twice 

YILLE (Agencies) — Russian Lyudmila Narozhilenko broke her 
n 60 metres hurdles world indoor record twice within an hour 
ursday. 

Narozhilenko clocked 7.66 seconds in her heat to to beat the 
:ord of 7.68 she set in San Sebastian, Spain, Tuesday. 

Alien she returned to the track for the final, the remarkable 
rozhilenko lowered the record to 7.63. 

Tuba's Aliuska Lopez was well back in second place in 8.05 — as 
r had been when Narozhilenko broke the world record Tuesday. 
'I was hoping to repeat my success, but not twice," Narozhilenko 
d reporters after the race. 


SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 


Jugoslavia asks to take part in Mediterranean Games 

BELGRADE *,R) — Yugoslavia has asked French President 
= rancois Mitterrand to allow Yugoslav athletes to compete in the 
vicditerranean Games in France next June, the Yugoslav news 
•«enc\ Tanjug said Thursday. It said Yugoslav President Dobrica 
Tosic’ had written to Mitterrand saying European statesmen 
‘have no right to deprive the youth of accomplishments of body 
md will, which in ancient Greece drew level with the genius of 
loetry." Sporting links with what remains of Yugoslavia were 
rozen by the United Nations last year as part of a package of 
sanctions imposed over its role in the war in Bosnia. But the U.N. 
lllowed Y ugoslav athletes to compete at the 1992 Summer 
Dlvmpics as "individuals. Yugoslavia was barred from team sports 
ind athletes who took pan were not allowed to wear national 
roloure or join the opening and closing parades. , 

Sainz abandons Portuguese Rally 

‘OVOA DE Y'ARZIM PORTUGAL (R) — World champion 
.'arlos Sainz of Spain pulled out of the Portuguese Rally Friday 
.ftcr his Lancia skidded and turned over several times during the 
;2nd limed stage, race officials said. Sainz. yet to score a point 
his season, was in third place at the end of Thursday’s second 
eciion of the rally and 20 timed stages. He was unhurt. 

Steaua hold Antwerp to goalless draw 

\NTS\ERP iR) — Former European Cup winners Steaua 
WhcTest. reduced to 10 men after an hour when sweeper 
ioedan Bucur was sent off after collecting his second yellow card, 
lylu Antwerp to a goalless* draw in their European Cup Winners' 
up ijuuricr-finai first leg tie Thursday. Four Steaua players were 
'ooked m the firs 1 , half hour, including Anton Dobos and top 
coier Hie Stan, who will both be suspended for the return leg in 
iucharest. Bucut was one of three players cautioned after the 


trton Senna behind the wheel of the 1993 McLaren for a test 
■ive. The 33- v car-old Brazilian seems all set to drive for McLaren 
this year's Formula One World Championships (AFP photo 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TAfMAH HtftSCH 

CTMS Trcuna MkM SmkM. he. 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


).l — As South, vulnerable, you 
old: 

16 \ 872 v AKQ73 4A643 
Yu bidding has proceeded: 

Vest North East South 

: + Paw Paw 7 

Chst action do you take? 

%J2 — Both vulnerable, as South 
.-ou bold: 

tJ762 OKJ5 .Q109 +AQ5 
The bidding has proceeded: 
ffieat North East South 

1 ♦ Pass Paw 7 

iVh« action do you take? 

— As South, vulnerable, you 
lold' 

tij 10652 TA a :S052 *83 
The bidding haa proceeded: 

West North East Sooth 

I * Paso Paaa ? 

tVhzt action do you take? 


Q.4 — As South, vulnerable, you 
bold: 

*KS <7AKQ863 9654 463 

The bidding has proceeded: . 
West North Eaat South 

1 4 Paaa 'Paaa ? 

What do you bid now? 

Q.G — Ajj South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

4K95 7AJ983 0QJ63 4$ 

The bidding haa proceeded: 

Weat North Eaat Sooth 

}+ Paa* Paaa 7 

What action do you taka? 

Sooth, vulnerabl e , you 

wg&j? 0K *® 

The bi ddin g has proceeded: 

Eaat Sooth Weat North 

I 4 Paaa Pane DU 

Paaa T 

What do you bid now? 


Ben Johnson banned for life 
after second positive test 


PARIS (R) — Five years after his 
exit in disgrace from the 1988 
Seoul Olympics. Canadian sprin- 
ter Ben Johnson was banned for 
life after he was ruled to have 
failed a second (tope test Friday. 

The International Amateur 
Athletic Federation's (IAAF) 
Doping Commission said It had 
suspended Johnson with immedi- 
ate effect after a January urine 
test showed he had an excessive 
level of the male hormone testos- 
terone in his body. 

IAAF General Secretary 
Istvan Gyulai told reporters: “Af- 
ter extensive and thorough inves- 
tigation, the commission unani- 
mously determined that Ben 
Johnson tested positive after the 
meeting in Montreal January 17. 

“a sample from the athlete 
contained an excessive level of 
testosterone." 

The IAAF said Johnson had 
the right to appeal against the 
decision. 

Johnson, 31, was stripped off 
his gold medal and banned for 
two years following a positive test 
for an anabolic steroid after 
finishing first in the Seoul Olym- 
pic 100 metres final. 

He returned to tfae track in 
1991 and was selected for Cana- 
da's Olympic team in Barcelona 
last year but finished last in his 
semifinal of the 100 metres. 

A second positive doping test 
automatically involves a life ban 
under IAAF rules. 

In a statement after the hear- 
ing. at which Johnson was not 
present, the IAAF said: “In 
accordance with IAAF rules, the 
athlete is immediately suspended 


from any athletics competition 
for committing a doping offence. 

“According to IAAF rules, an 
athlete will be suspended for life 
for a second doping offense pend- 
ing a hearing before the respec- 
tive national athletics federa- 
tion.” 

Gyulai said the IAAF would 
notify their findings to the gov- 
erning body in Canada, Athletics 
Canada, to whom Johnson would 
have the right of appeal. 

The five-man doping commis- 
sion met in a Paris hotel under 
the chairmanship of Swede Arne 
Ljungqvist. 

He and three other members, 
Manfred Donike of Germany, 
Antonio Del Monte of Italy and 
Frenchman Gabriel Dolle are 
leading medical experts on dop- 
ing in sport. 

The fifth member of the com- 
mission was American lawyer 
Frank green berg. 

At issue was whether Johnson’s 
level of testosterone, a male hor- 
mone which normally exists in the 
body at a ratio of 1:1 to its 
regulatory substance epitestoster- 
one, was unnaturally high. A 
level of 6:1 is accepted as being 
artifically induced. 

Johnson has. through bis 
lawyers, denied taking prohibited 
substances. 

His second positive test, fol- 
lowing the trauma of a first which 
soured the entire Seoul Games, is 
a crushing blow to athletics, 
already dogged by high media 
profile drug disputes involving 
German female sprinter Katrin 
Krabbe and American 400 metres 



Disgraced 100 metres champion Ben Johnson 


world record bolder Butch 
Reynolds. 


1988 form in the first two seasons 
after bis comeback and he 



The affair is made even more weighed substantially less after 
damaging by the fact that John- his body shed much of the 


son, whoeventually admitted 
king-term steroid abuse after his 


steriod -induced muscle bulk. 

But he seemed to be getting 


disgrace in Seoul, had professed back to his best at the start of the 
to be clean of drugs since his 1993 indoor season and the sight 


return to the sport just over two 
years ago. 

Johnson failed to recapture his 


of his bulkier muscles had already 
started rumours that he was tak- 
ing dope once more. 


Weary Sabatini upset in Florida 


DELRAY BEACH (R) — A 
weary Gabriela Sabatini, still 
feeling the affects of a virus which 
started during the Australian 
Open, was ousted by 73rd-ranked 
Lindsay Davenport in the third, 
round of the $375,000 Virginia 
Slims of Florida Thursday. 

While the third-seeded Sabati- 
ni was failling 7-6 (7-5) 6-1 to the 
16-year-old American, top- 
seeded Steffi Graf and second- 
seeded Arantxa Sanchez Vicario 
moved into the quarter-finals as 
expected. 

Graf, the defending champion, 
defeated Iva Majoli of Croatia 

6- 2 6-2. Sanchez Vicario was a 6-1 

7- 5 winner over 13th-seeded pat- 
rida Hy of Canada. 

Sabatini, ranked fifth in the 
world, listlessly went through the 
motions on-court and was clearly 
not in peak condition. 

"It’s very frustrating because I 
don't know what's happening.” 
said the Argentine, who has won 
this event three times." T’m still 
not feeling well and I ask myself, 
what is happening. In the second 
set I was too tired, couldn’t move 
well and couldn't play my ten- 
nis." 

Sabatini said she will return to 
her doctor and if she’s not feeling 
better, may skip the upcoming 



Gabriela Sabatini looks dejected 
after loosing the match (AFP 
photo) 

Lipton event in key Biscayne, 
Florida. 

Davenport, a high school stu- 
dent from California, turned pro- 
fessional last week ai the Indian 
Wells tournament and has a 15-3 
win-loss match record this year. 

“I’m still really excited. I don’t 
know what to do," said the bub- 
bly Davenport. "I didn’t get real- 
ly nervous until 5-0 and then I 
thought, ‘oh my gosh, 1 might win 
this." 

Graf disposed of Majoli, a pro- 


tege of Andre Agassi’s coach 
Nick Bollettieri, in '54 minutes. 
Majoli seemed in awe of the 
German superstar. 

“I was pretty good when I got 
the ball in play," said Graf. “I 
was not 10b per cent on my 
returns. I did make some mis- 
takes there.” 

Grafs service games, however, 
were impossible to penetrate — 
she lost only four points on serve 
in the first set and five points in 
the second set, 

Volkov upsets Sampras 

Russian Alexander Volkov 
continued his winning ways of 
1993 when he upset second- 
seeded Pete Sampras 7-5 64 in, 
the third round of the $1,400,000 
Champions Cup Thursday. 

Top-seeded Jim Courier used 
his first serve and whipping fore- 
hand to overpower fellow Amer- 
ican Todd martin 7-5 6-2 in bis 
third-round match at the 56- 
player, hardcourt tournament. 

Fourth-seede Michael Chang 
overcame fellow American Mali- 
vai Washington 6-7 (4-7) 6-3 6-1 
in two hours 39 minutes and 
fifth-seeded Petr Korda of the 
Czech Republic defeated 12th- 
seeded Thomas Muster of Au- 
stria 7-6 (7-3) 64 in other third- 


round matches. 

Only three of the top eight 
seeds reached the quarter-finals, 
even though all of the top eight 
seeds are ranked in the world's 
top 10. 

The ISth-seeded Volkov’s im- 
pressive win over Sampras, rank- 
ed second in the world, gave the 
22nd-ranked Russian his 19th 
match win of 1993, which is the 
most of any player on the AIT 
Tour this year and includes one 
tournament title in _ Auckland, 
New Zealand. 

Sampras, normally an aggres- 
sive competitor, played defen- 
sively against Voikov and found 
himself missing shots at the base- 
line instead of spending time at 
the net where he is more comfort- 
able. 

Volkov controlled the match 
by playing to the American’s 
forehand, normally his strength, 
and hitting several passing shot 
winners off Sampras’s second 
serve. 

Sampras staged a brief rally - 
when he broke Volkov for 5-3 in 
the second set when Volkov was 
serving for the match and then 
held ms own serve for d54, but 
the crafty Russian hit two key 
forehand passing shots to take the 
final game of the match. 




Andy Capp 



LEND ME A PENCIL. 
UHLL YOU, MARCIE ? 


I DON'T HAVE A > 
PENCIL, MA’AM.. 
I LENT IT TO THE 
L KID IN FRONT 
V OF 


/ I*M NOT THE 
I “KIP" IN 
FRONT OF YOU! 


LEND ME \ /PROP 
A COMB, \ DEAD, 
WILL YOU, H SIR! J 
MARCIE?/ v - 7 r-' 


PRINCIPAL'S 

OFFICE 


Mutt‘n* Jeff 
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GENERAL TENDENC.ES: 

eotertainnien! Ihat appe3fs 10 all of 
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vrillingto get into A long term fuss 22) Join with your 0 ,- 

over something not worth the time. gjti^ou^hom e^ r ^ 

AWES: (March 21 .0 April 19) A «" y * r 3£s.“ 

private consultation with one _m rrt-tnher 23 to Novem- 

power who has the ability to give SCORPIO; fOc ■-.« to 

Se backing yon want to your pet ber 21)You can oonununjattto 

sa produ “" 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) A ^ lual pleasures. 

good friend can give you a new c * r- nrARlUS: (November 22 to 

appraisal of bow to benefit and SAGTTT *~ Yoil need to come 

make your dreams come true to be December ^!; 

MD suggestions made and mcm- 

follow them. bereofytiir household and this is a 

GEMINI: (May 2! to June 21) fine da J , Q ^ so. 

Take your attachment with you rAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
when you go into the world of CAPRICORN > bJ 

ouBKte Mioo and pfcm together to ^ ^ “ ur personal 

make some progress to gain some ,“ ey are 

desired benefits. fiSjSrtJr assitance in mak- 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to ™ £^ P your own. 

July 21) Think about what you can * * . p-hn.. 

do to get a more aware under- AQUARIUS: (January *. 
standing of what your associates aiy 19) Forget all 

SSswaz thr ° ugh 

^“E 2n You 3 

should now consider how you can . . __ w . 

benefit more through the daily PISCES: (February 20 to March 
duties that you have to perform 20) Think about what you can do 
and soon you find that these to make good friends realise you 
advantages can be yours. are fond of them by arranging 

7- __ _ . some form of entertainment ihat is 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September *> „ wncerned . 

22) You can be off and away today " 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Glasbergen 



'Last night she called me up and 
asked me for a date! Can she 
do that if we're married?” 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
g by Henri Arnold 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one totter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 





DRENER 

uz 

□ 

□ 




THE GOLFER HASP 
SEVERAL OF THESE, 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 

— ixxjm the mm 

, (Answers tomorrow) 

Yesterday's I Jumbles: AGLOW GIVEN DAMPEN COMEDY 

I Answer: This goes without saying in these days of hiqh 
prices— MONEY 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Demon 
6 Crony 
S Fruit drinks 

13 Usdessmss 

14 An Anderson 

15 Highland wear 

16 Binges 

17 Sea eagle 

18 Human rights 
„ 0 rg. 

19 Primer's spaces 

20 Small summer 
house 

23 Perfect rfiving 
score 

24 ACosteflo 

25 warning 
27 Indian 
30 Clothes 

32 Marsupial, lor 
short 

33 Author Wister 

34 Simon 

35 Poetic form 
38 Amount lost by 

seeping 

40 Slaughter 

41 Fly the coop 

42 Board member 
abbr. 

43 Inland sea 

44 Sett 

45 One-tnTOontfr 
pref. 

46 Woman: comb, 
form 

47 Medicos 

50 Dundee 
negative 

52 King: Fr. 

53 Adolescent 
; 55 Follower; suff. 

58 Sphere start 

60 Pitcher 

61 Conductor 
Qddwefl 

63 — up (prepared 
to drive) 

rW4 Algerian titles 



eiwa Tnauna Uun Semen, me. 


2 Privy to 

3 Adam's 


Certainly! 

long-farmed 


4 Screwball 

5 Lively dance 

6 Carrying boats 
overland 

7 History 

8 Vassal 

9 Alias letters 

10 Lexicon 

11 A Burstyn 

12 Hun 
14 Ftem 

21 Loss Of 
electricity 

22 Faux pas 
24 Connection 

26 Ship’s capacity 

27 After ptti or pot 

28 Haa debts 

29 Wsriess eras 
31 Unclose 

35 Malaysian skirt 

36 Actor Richard 

37 Pan of TV 
39 Nautical word 


Yesterday's Puzzle Strived: 


Iralnn QnSnH 

. rannn cnrinnnn 

iRonann rorannbrl 0 

iPjranR FuannH taiinn 
icing nnrcnn tannnn 
ncnncino rafnnnrln 
nnranan anrat! 


40 Leaner abbr. 
42 Walt and family 
45 — Herman 

47 Wrathful 

48 Keeps in mind 

49 Indigent 

51 Gods of Norse 
mythology 


56 Caroled 

57 Those 
__ People 

M Keats work 

62 Literary 

“Ntectian 
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France’s Suez 


banking group dives 
into first ever loss 


^«.i 

ii h, ,(1 lip 

.. TV 


PARIS (R) — French diversified 
banking group CIE de Suez has 
reported the first loss in its 135- 
«car history as huge property 
^rovisioiw drove it deeply into 
the red. 

Suez, founded in 1858 to help 
finance the building of the Suez 
Canal, estimated its 1992 net loss 
after minority interests at 1.8 to 
1.9 billion francs ($320 to $340 
million), compared with 1991*s 
3.83 billion franc ($685 million) 
profit. 

The company, whose business 


said Ian Furnival! at Kleinwort 
Benson in Paris. "It’s a reflection 
of a lack of control over property 
investment over the last 10 
years.” 

He said Seuz management was 
tying to convince the market that 
it had now made provisions for all 
of its potential losses on proper- 
ty- But be added that it was hard 
for outsiders to unravel just how 
much property exposure the 
sprawling group had. 

Prior to 1992, the company's 
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jrfrancs ($752 million). 

“It’s absolutely staggering. 


its net dividend pay- 
out for 1992 was unchanged at 
8.20 francs. 
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Financial 

Markets 


Jordan Times 


in co-operation with 
Cairo Amman Bank 

US. DoBar in International Markets 


Currency 

New VokK 
CtOM 
****3/3/93 

Tokyo 

C£oj& 

4/3/93 

Sterling Pound 1 

1.4505 

1.4475 

Deutsche Mark 

1.6454 

1.6468 

Swiss Franc 

1.5228 

1.5237 

Frendi Franc 

5.5835 

5.5920** 

Japanese Yen 

116.69 

116.98 

European Curreny Unit 

1.1793 

1.1785 M 


USD Per STG 
41 Earapoa Opcntac lim iM a. in. GMT 

Bmawnaqr Interest Kates 


4/3/1993 


Currency 

f MTH 

3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 

12 MTHS 

UJS, Dollar 

3.12 

3.09 

3. IS 

3.33 

Sterling Pound 

6.06 

5.94 

5.68 

5.43 

Deutsche Mark 

8.37 

8. On 

7.5 6 

6.93 

Swiss Franc 

5.25 

5 .06 

4.81 

4.5 6 

French Franc 

11.50 

11.50 

10.43 

9.12 

Japanese Yen 

3.43 

3.18 

3.12 

3.15 

European Currency Unit 

9.5 0 

9.25 

8.88 

8.2 5 


InHrbMlt bid rain for Muun. cuwdinc t'S DoBar. IJNJM Of equivalent. 
Pvecfcftn Metate' _ ' \ . , Date: 4 / 3/1993 


Metal 

USD/Oz 

JO/Gm"! 

Metal 

USD/Oz 

JD/Gm 

Gold 

328.70 

6.35 | 

Silver 

3.57 

.080 
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Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

U.S. Dollar 

0.6900 

0.6920 

Sterling Pound 

0.9966 

1.0016 

Deutsche Mark * 

0.4181 

0.4202 

Swiss Franc 

0.451 7 

0.4540 

French Franc 

0.1233 

0.1239 

Japanese Yen 4 

0.5893 

0.5922 

Dutch Guilder 

0.3719 

0.3738 

Swedish Krona 

0.0894 

0.0898 

Italian Lira 4 

0.0441 

0.0442 

Belgian Franc 

0.02033 

0.02043 

- PW too 



OdMr Cmtcndu 

©»**: 4/3/1993 

Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

Bahreini Dinar 

1.8050 

1.8210 

Lebanese Lira 4 

0.0383 5 

0.040715 

Saudi Rival 

0.1833 

0.1848 

Kuwaiti Dinar 

2.2220 

2.2450 

Qatari Rival 

0.1867 

0.1880 

Egyptian Pound 

0.1940 .. 

0.2150 

Omani Riyal 

1.7570 

1.7780 

UAE Dirham 

0.1867 

0.1880 

Greek Drachma' 

0.30875 

0.31515 

Cypriot Pound 

1.3905 

1.4015 


CAB Indices for Amman Financial Market 
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Index 

2/3/7993 Close 

3/3/1993 Close 

All-Share 

189.90 

190.25 

Banking Sector 

132.39 

152.56 


211.25 

212.07 


269.77 

270.29 


248.09 

248.36 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


1 


on th? London Foreign Exchange and bullion markets Friday.. 

One U.S. dollar IMB %SS^S 

Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
Frendi francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 


One 

3rOne 


sterling 
ounce of gold 


1.2410/15 

1.6465/75 

1.8515/25 

1.5272/82 

33.88/92 

5.5875/925 

1562/1567 

116.60/65 

7.6550/750 

6.9950/7.0050 

6.3100/200 

$1.4565/75 

$329.65/330.15 


Barclays announces first 
loss in its 97 year history 


LONDON (AP) — Barclays 
PLC, the giant British banking 
company, said Thursday it lost 
£285 ($413 JJ million) last year, as 
bad lending decisions contributed 
to the company's first loss in 97 
years of banking. 

The loss compared with a net 
profit of £296 million in 1991 and' 
was' attributed to one time 
writeoffs on bad loans and money 
set aside to pay for staff reduc- 
tions. 

Chairman Andrew Buxton ack- 
nowledged poor lending decisions 


contributed to Barclays' troubles 
which have been aggravated by 
Britain’s longest recession since 
World War ft. 

Mr. Buxton told a news confer- 
ence that the careers of some 
Barclays staffers had suffered be- 
cause of their bad decisions, but 
he declined to name names or 
elaborate. 

Mr. Buxton said the bank’s 
problems prompted it to cut its 
per-share dividend by 28 per cent 
to 15.15 pence (22.12 cents). 


The Banking Insurance and 
Finance Union said Barclays' los- 
ses were the result of 
“monumental incompetence over 
a long period.” Many of the bad 
loans were for property develop- 
ment in London and were made 
when the Bank of England was 
warning commercial banks 
against ■ becoming over-extended 
in the market. 

The loss at Barclays was worse 
than securities analysts had fore- 
cast. 
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Camdessus 
urges 
quick end 
to world 
trade talks 

BRUSSELS (R) — A rapid and 
successful end to the six-year-old 
round of GATT talks to liberalise 
world trade is the key to global 
prosperity. International Monet- 
ary Fund Managing Director 
Michel Camdessus said Thurs- 
day. 

“From the point of view of the 
world economy as a whole the 
prime imperative today is the 
conclusion, without delay, of the 
Uruguay Round," Mr. Camdes- 
sus told Belgian think-tank The 
Grand Conference Catholique. 

“Governments can neither 
afford to miss the chance nor give 
in to protectionist pressures," he 
said. 

Mr. Camdessus, who earlier in 
Puis raged France to sign the General 
Agreement on Tariffc and Trade 
(GATT) despite its objections to 
a deal between the European 
Community and the United 
States on oilseed trade, warned 
that holding out for a perfect deal 
was irrational and dangerous. 

“Without doubt no country or 
special interest group can get 
everything they want from these 
negotiations,” he said, adding 
that holding out for a deal that 
was perfect -in every -respect 
risked failure and a return to 
protectionism. 

An accord that drew nations 
together, despite its imperfec- 
tions, was the key to relaunched 
economic growth throughout the 
world, he added. 

Mr. Camdessus said chat the 
Group of Seven industrialised na- 
tions — the United States, Cana- 
da, Japan, Britain, France, Ger- 
many and Italy — also had an 
important role to play. 

“Strategies are one thing, their 
application is another,” Mr. 
Camdessus said, adding that too 
many governments were making 
sweeping statements on growth- 
promoting plans, but too few of 
them were putting them into 
practice. 

He. said world economic 
growth was likely to be only 1.5, 
to two per cent this year, with 
that in the European Community 
(EC) barely positive and at best 
less than one per cent. 

But, Mr. Camdessus added, alt 
was not gloom. The world was 
faced with the best combination 
of opportunities since World War 
II. 


Britain 
stops 
propping 
up former 
millionaires 

LONDON (R) — Britain has 
clamped down on mongage sub- 
sidies for unemployed home own- 
ers following public anger ac re- 
ports that taxpayers were financ- 
ing former millionaires to cany 
on living in mansions. 

The government said it would 
limit subsidies for out-of-work 
homeowners to those with mort- 
gages of £150,000 ($214,100) and 
under, falling to £125.000 
(5178,400) next year. 

"Why should the taxpayer 
keep a former millionaire in his 
mansion? the system was never 
intended to bail out the super- 
rich on mega-mongages who 
made no provision against tough 
times,” said Social Security 
Secretary Peter Lilley. 

British newspapers have re- 
ported several cases of huge gov- 
ernment benefit payments being 
made to former business execu- 
tives who bought large houses on 
credit before losing their jobs in 
the country's recession. 

In one highly publicised case, 
tabloids said a man who lost his 
job as chief executive of an insur- 
ance company was having mon- 
gage interest of £1,833 ($2,616) a 
week paid by the Social Security 
Department. 


Further falls likely 

Bundesbank cuts 
key market rate 


FRANKFURT (R) — The Bun- 
desbank announced a surprise cut 
in a key German money market 
interest rate Friday just a day 
after it bad left its official Lom- 
bard and discount lending rates 
unchanged. 

Economists said the unex- 
pectedly sharp reduction in the 
German central bank's “secur- 
ities repurchase rate” — to 8.25 
percent from 8.49— had brought 
the timing of an official rate cut 
closer. 

"The probability of a cut in- 
creases with each (Bundesbank 
Council) meeting,” said Rainer 
Schroeder at Dresdner Interna- 
tional Advisers. “The question is 
not whether, but when.” 

With the mark the key curren- 
cy in the European Community's 
currency grid, monetary author- 
ities throughout Europe have 
been waiting for further reduc- 
tions in German interest rates to 
allow them to follow suit and give 
depressed economies a boost. 

The central bank said it would 
offer funds to the money market 
next week at an interest rate of 
8.25 per cent, well below the S.49 
per cent set on a similar transac- 
tion this week. 

Prices of German bonds, which 
are particularly sensitive to in- 
terest rate moves, surged on the 
news. Bond futures prices leapt 
by half a percentage point. 


Most market analysts are now! 
tipping March IS, the next sche-; 
duled meeting of the BundeSr 
bank's policy-making council, as 
the most likely time for a cut in' 
the nine per cent Lombard- 
emergency lending rate and eight 
per cent discount rate. 

But, signalling the significance- 
on Friday's move, the chief ex- 
ecutive of Germany's largest 
bank said the Bundesbank had 
already chosen to cut the most 
important of its range of interest 
rates. 

Deutsche Bank's Hilmar Kopr 
per told reporters in Frankfurt: 
“What they have done this morn- 
ing has relevance in the market 
place and this is what counts.” 

The securities repurchase rate 
is the price for funds which the 
Bundesbank feeds to the German 
banking system every week and is 
crucial for the guidance of money 
market rates which determine 
capital flows on the world's finan- 
cial markets.. 

The Lombard rate, at nine per 
cent, is well above the marker 
rate and only has relevance in as 
far as it is an emergency source of 
funds to banks seeking to cover 
day-to-day shortages. 

It usually forms a ceiling for 
money market rates, while the 
discount rate — at which the 
central bank discounts bills of 
exchange — forms' the floor. 


African governments seen 
lukewarm on trade area 


NAIROBI (R) — Africa’s 12- 
year-old Preferential Trade Area 
(PTA) has failed to grow into a 
powerful economic bloc because 
of a lack of will among member 
governments, bankers and inves- 
tors have said. 

“It is clear that to breathe new 
life into the PTA, one would have 
to begin by breathing new life 
into the member states.” Ahmad 
Abdallah, executive chairman of 
the Kenya Commercial Bank, 
told a conference of bankers apd 
investors. 

The 20-member PTA, based in 
eastern and .southern Africa, was 
set up to boost inter-African com- 
merce. 

But in 1988, the last date for 
which figures are available, the 
value of intra-PTA trade 
amounted to $80 million, or 15 
per cent of total trade of member 
states. The remainder was pri- 
marily with Europe, North 
America or Asia. 

"So far, for every dollar PTA 
states have traded amongst them- 
selves, they have traded $7 with 
countries outside their economic 
bloc," Mr. Abdallah said. 

He said PTA member states 
suffered from budgetary and 
baiance-of-payments problems, 
unenlightened leadership, exter- 
nal political interference and 
rivalry among themselves. 

Namibian Trade and Industry 
Minister Ben Amathila said poor 
transport and communication in- 
frastructure impeded trade flows 
within the region of about 240 
million people. 

Mr. Amathila said there was 
also an uneven distribution of 
trade costs and benefits such that 


the rich states grew richer and the 
poor got poorer or stagnated. 

Mr. Abdallah said African eco- 
nomies had performed poorly in 
international trade and had be- 
come dependent on massive food 
and cash aid from the West — yet 
they had failed to identify what 
each state produced to enhance 
regional goods-sharing. 

"In the last 20 years the conti- 
nent has lost the capacity to feed 
itself and lost market share in the 
international market in neariy-ev- 
eiY- commodity in which it pre- 
viously held a leading position," 
Mr. Abdallah said. 

He urged PTA states to create 
a trade settlement facility to help 


settle deficits by trading partners 
because many PTA members 
faced persistent hard currency 
shortages. 

One conference delegate urged 
countries with net surplus within 
the region to buy goods and 
services from countries in deficit 
and richer PTA members to in- 
ject more capital resources to the 
organisation. 

“PTA states also must produce 
tradeable goods. They must work 
towards growth of their econo- 
mies because there will no econo- 
mic giant unless one state comes 
out clearly to be the locomotive 
of development.” the delegate 
said. 
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TWO FLATS FOR RENT 

Two Bats for rent each -130 meters 

Each : tow bedrooms , two bathrooms . kitchen 8. dlnet , saloon with 
siting room . small veranda , central heating. First floor 8th dude , 
near the airport road . anfimdsb or Frantsbed : can be arranged . 

Tel . No. 715349 Calling 10-2 Am - 7-10 Pm. 


FOR RENT 

Modern Furnished Apartments 

Two bedrooms, salon, dining room. The best location at- 
Jabal Amman, 4th Circle. Private phone. 

For more Information, please call Tel: 633416-' 


FOR RENT 

A block of three flats only of 200 m 2 each. Each flat : 
contains 3 bedrooms, large receptions, modem fully- 
furnished kitchen, garden, garage. Price requested J.D. 
5,000 for each. Location: Amman, Ai Jubieha, behind 
Jordan University. 

For more information call Tel.: 843070 
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|EXPERIENCE 5 YEARS, PREFERABLE WITH f 
p INTERNATIONAL CONTRACTORS. 

1 3 RECENT GRADUATES CIVIL ENGINEERING 
2 PLANT ENGINEERS (MECHANICAL), UNIVER- 
SITY GRADUATES MINIMUM 1.0 YEARS EXPED- 
IENCE WITH INTERNATIONAL CONTRACTORS. 
loNLY CANDIDATES WITH A GOOD COMMAND OF 

^ENGLISH SHOULD APPLY TO: 

P.O.BOX 5204 
AMMAN - JORDAN 

| APPLICATION MUST INCLUDE COPY OF PERSO- 

|NAL DOCUMENTS FULL ADDRESS, TELEPHONE,- 

| NUMBER, C.V. & WORK CERTIFICATES. 


Jordan Times Tel: 667171 
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U.N. mediators see possible 
break- through in Bosnia talks 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — Af- 
; ter months of negotiations, inter- 
national mediators hope Bosnia's 
' Muslim government will agree to' 
a controversial provincial map, 
the key to an overall peace pack- 
age. 

Sources dose to the talks said 
Bosnia's President Alija Izetbe- 
govic was likely to sign the prop- 
osal that divides the republic into 
10 semi-autonomous provinces, 
based partly on ethnic lines. 

Should this occur, the 
mediators will have isolated Bos- 
nian Serbs as the only one of the 
three parties not to have accepted 
all three major provisions of the 
plan drawn up by U.N. envoy 
Cyrus Vance and Lord Owen of 
the European Community. 

Apparently^ the strategy of 
Western Security Council mem- 
bers then would be to put press- 
ure on Bosnian Serb allies in 
Serbia by imposing new sanctions 
against Belgrade and enlisting 
further Russian support. 

At the same time, key envoys 
suspect the United States has 
been instrumental in convincing 
Mr. Izetbegovic he needs to 
negotiate seriously on the map. 

“There is some progress," Mr. 
Izetbegovic told reporters late 
Thursday after negotiations with 
Mr. Vance and Lord Owen dur- 
ing a day of talks with U.S. 
mediator Reginald Bartholomew 
and members of the Security 
Council. 

“I am hopeful,” Mr. Vance 
said when asked if he was opti- 
mistic Mr. Izetbegovic would sign 
the map soon. 

Lord Owen, who acknow- 
ledged the possibility of a Mulsim 
deal, was asked what had caused 
the change of heart houis after 
the talks appeared on the verge of 
collapse. 

“Maybe when people look over 
the brink and they see a con- 
tinuing war and they see very 


little chance of getting the nego- 
tiations easily restarted, they face 
up to the reality. 

“There is a comprehensive 
package here on offer and ^hat 
comprehensive package ■ can 
bring an end to the war,” be said. 

Meanwhile U.S. planes de- 
livering aid to Bosnia may fly at 
lower altitudes to improve 
accuracy, although they may then 
expose themselves to missile or 
anti-aircraft fire from the ground, 
military sources said Friday. 

The sources, who asked not to 
be identified, said the U.S. Air 
Force was considering the move 
because much of the aid dropped 
so far from high altitude bad been 
inaccurate. 

“I hope you will see in the near 
future that we will use other 
techniques to deliver,” NATO’s 
top commander in Europe, U.S. 
Genera] John Shalikashvili, told 
reporters Thursday. 

His spokesman said Gen. Sha- 
likashvili had declined to give 
further details. But other military 
sources contacted by Reuters said 
the United States was considering 
dropping the aid from lower 
levels to improve the accuracy. 

The planes so far had been 
flying above 10.000 feet (3,000 
metres), out of the range of most 
anti-aircraft weapons and mis- 
siles, the sources said. 

“Flying lower means the planes 
could drop with more precision 
but it will be riskier,” said one 


what it would do if any of its aid 
■planes were shot down, nor has it 
given official details of the 
flights' altitudes so far. 

Four U.S. Air Force C-130 
cargo planes returned to base in 
Germany safely Friday after 
dropping food and medical sup- 
plies over eastern Bosnia for a 
fifth successive night, the U.S. 


Angolan government may 
seek foreign military aid 


LUANDA, Angola (AP) — Af- 
ter months of renewed fighting 
that has killed thousands, the 
government threatened to seek 
foreign military support if the 
United Nations did not denounce 
the UNTTA rebels by next week. 

Government Gen. Higjno Car- 
neiro said Thursday if the United 
Nations did not formally support 
the Angolan government by 
Tuesday "there will be no 
alternative but to secure external 
military assistance.” Portuguese 
News Agency (LUSA) reported. 

Earlier Thursday. Foreign 
Minister Venandoi Dc Moura 
said the government would 
appeal directly to the United 
Nations to repeal the ban on 
military aid to Angola. He urged 
the three nations monitoring 
Angola's failed transition to 
democracy — the United States. 
Portugal and Russia — to quickly 
help defend Angola. 

But Jeffrey Duvidow, U.S. 
assistant secretary of state for 
African affairs, said providing 
weapons was not even being con- 
sidered by the three countries. 

“We understand the govern- 
ment's great frustration, but it is 
dear that what Angola needs is 
peace — not more arms,” Mr. 
Davidow said. 

Before peace accords were 
signed in May 1991. the United 
Slates and South Africa sup- 
ported UN IT A — National Un- 


ion for the Total Independence of 
Angola — m its 16 year battle to 
topple the then-Mantist govern- 
ment, backed by Cuba and the 
Soviet Union. 

The steady flow of weapons 
turned Angola into a cold war 
proxy battlefield; . killing more 
than 350,000 people and devas- 
tating this once prosperous and 
fertile southern African nation. 

The peae accords called for 
demobilization of the rebels' 
army and creation of a unified 
military, and banned the sale of 
lethal weapons to Angola until a 
new government was formed. 

Angola's first multiparty elec- 
tions were held in September, but 
UNIT A leader Joans Savimbi 
cited fraud and called his rebels 
back to arms when he and his 
party lost to the ruling Popular 
Movement for the Liberation of 
Angola IMPLA). 

UN IT A quickly seized control 
of three quarters of the sprawling 
country. 

In response to the govern- 
ment's appeal for help, the World 
Food Programme has increased 
supply runs to the estimated 3 
million Angolans in danger of 
starvation, said spokesman Pierre 
Honnorat. 

“But a ceasefire means every- 
thing," Mr. Honnorat said. “The 
two most important areas are 
Huambo and Kuito. and it is 
impossible to fly there.” 


Zulus say no as South 
African talks resume 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
Multi-party negotiations resumed 
in South Africa Friday with the 
powerful Zulu-based Inkatha 
Freedom Party (IFP) saying it 
rejected power-sharing arrange- 
ments planned by the white gov- 
ernment and the African Nation- 
al Congress (ANC). 

“The IFP is not interested in 
being a party to complex power- 
sharing arrangements... nor do 
we desire to have our representa- 
tives participate in a sd-called 
government of national unity,” 
tt said. 

Its statement, and one by the 
IFP government of Kwazulu trib- 
al homeland, said there would be 
trouble if the two main players. 
President F.W. De Klerk’s gov- 
ernment and National Party and 
Nelson Mandela’s ANC, con- 
tinued on their present course. 

The IFP and Kwazulu also said 
they wanted the complex issues of 
regional powers and federalism ■ 
settled by a multi-party confer- “ 
cnee rather than by a popularly-* 
elected .Constituent Assembly as 1 
suggested by the government and 
the ANC. 

The statement repeated In- 
katha's known position. But in 
the context of the renewal of talks 
*fier a t ne month hiatus 
by chrohie township violence, 
they signalled possible stumbling 


blocks ahead. 

The two-day conference began 
with a reminder of the warfare 
tearing apart South Africa's black 
townships. 

Law and Order Minister Her- 
nus Kriel called reporters into a 
side room and announced three 
men had been arrested in connec- 
tion with the killing of six school- 
children by gunmen in Natal 
Tuesday. 

He said he could not rule out 
that the murders were politically- 
related but refused to point a 
finger, particularly at any of the 
participants in the negotiations. 
Inkatha has accused the ANC of 
complicity the ANC denies in- 
volvement. 

Nobel Peace Laureate 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu and. 
government officials have voiced 
suspicions the killings might have 
been aimed at derailing the talks. 

Twenty-six black and white 
groups gathered at the World 
Trade Centre near Johannesburg 
International Airport in the most 
representative conference of its 
kind in South Africa's three-year 
transition from apartheid to 
democracy. 

Organisations ranged from the 
pro-apartheid white Conservative 
Party through traditional tribal 
leaden; to the black radical Pan 
Africanist Congress (PAC). 


European Command said. 

A command spokesman said be 
was not aware of any major 
changes to the airdrop mission. 
But he added: “Every mission is 
different. It would be a mistake 
to assume that just because we 
have a way of doing these dunes 
that every flight is (tone m exactly 
the same way. Procedures are not 
locked in c o ncret e .” 

Friday’s flights raised the total 
U.S. aid parachuted over eastern 
Bosnia since Sunday night to 101 
tonnes of food, or 93.312 indi- 
vidual meals, and 2.8 tonnes of 
medical supplies. 

U.S. officials say many packs 
of food and medicine dropped 
near the Muslim enclaves of Cers- 
ka, Zepa and Konjevic since Son- 
day had not been picked up by 
their intended recipients because 
of rough terrain, snow, fighting 
or inaccuracy. 

Russia is planning to join the 
United States in parachuting food 
and medicine into fomier Yugos- 
lavia, but Washington’s NATO 
allies have been more reluctant. 

The U.N. military commander 
in Bosnia and a senior- aid offi- 
cial were trying to enter the 
blockaded Muslim enclave of 
Cerska Friday although their mis- 
sion was not authorised by Serb 
forces, a U.N. spokesman said. 

General Philippe Morillon, 
bead of the United Nations Pro- 
tection Force (UNPROFOR) in 
Bosnia and UNHCR official Lar- 
ry Hollingworth travelled from 
their base in the Bosnian capital 
Sarajevo. 

U.N. spokesman Commander 
Barry Frewer said they flew to 
Tuzla by helicopter and would try 
to cross Serb lines by road in 
order to reach Cerska 100 
kilometre to the southeast 

Bosnia's Muslim-led govern- 
ment told the UNHCR this week 
that Serb forces had entered 
Cerska which is d aimed for hold 


20,000 Muslims besieged by Serbs 
since civil war began nearty a year 
ago. 

The fall of the mountain settle- 
ment has not been independently 
confirmed and the. Bosnian Serb 
army has refused' to allow inter- 
national agencies or journalists to 
enter the region. 

A UNHCR official in Zagreb 
said Serb authorities had been 
informed of the joint UNPRO- 
FOR and UNHCR mission but 
had not approved it. 

U.N. negotiators and Serb au- 
thorities have provisionally 
agreed to open corridors from 
Cerska and the nearby Muslim 
enclaves of Zepa and Serbrenica 
for 24 hours this weekend to 
allow Muslims to escape toTuzia. 

In a separate development, 
Bosnian Serb leader Radovan 
Karadzic Thursday retracted a 
statement suggesting U.S. air- 
drops for besieged Bosnian Mus- 
lims could trigger terrorist repris- 
als, like the bombing of New 
York’s World Trade Centre. 

In a recent “open letter- to the 
American people” be said the 
“tragic and deplorable terrorist 
incident at the World Trade 'Cen- 
tre is fresh testimony to the ex- 
traordinary volatility and im- 
mediate dangers of direct foreign 
involvement.” 

U.N. Secretary-General Bout- 
ros Ghal protested the remark 
when he, Mr. Vance and Lord 
Owen held a “very tough meet- 
ing” with Mr. Karadzic Thursday 
about the fighting in Bosnia. 

“The secretary-general and his 
colleagues protested very strong- 
ly at this statement and Dr. 
Karadzic indicated that be will 
retract tins statement,” a U.N. 
spokesman said. 

In Washington. Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher said 
die United States would not let 
fears of terrorism keep it from 
carrying out its policies in the 
former Yugoslavia. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 

U.S. cult siege continues 

WACO, Texas (AP) — Federal agents have recovered a body 
found near the police encircled compound of a heavily armed 
religious cult, and the cult released another one of their children. 
“That makes a total of 20 children and two adults released so far,” 
FBI special agent Jeff Jamar said. The child was believed to be die 
older brother of a boy who left Wednesday night, said Franceska 
Perot, spokeswoman for the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and 
Firearms. Negotiators continued trying ot resolve the standoff. 
Eighteen children, 47 women and 43 men remained in the Monnt a 
Carmel compound of die branch Da vidian Sect. Federal agents* 
raided the compounds Sunday in an attempt to arrest sect leader 
David Koresh. They pulled back after four agents were killed and 
26 were wounded. A federal source speaking on condition of 
anonymity said that at least 10 cultists had been killed. Mr. Jamar 
said a helicopter survey had located the body of an unidentified 
man in a wooded area on the 77 acre (31 hectare) compound, 
about 350 metres from the buildings where the cultists iive. 
Officers in two armoured personnel carriers recovered the body 
Thursday and took it to a forensic lab in Fort Worth, officials said. 

U.K., China ‘not ready’ for talks 

HONG KONG (R) — Saying Britain and China were still unable 
to set a date for talks. Governor Chris Patten Friday delayed 
legislation on democratic reforms for a fourth time in the hope the 
two sides can negotiate. High tension in the colony's legislature 
and financial markets, which were hoping for news of a 
breakthrough in the months-old deadlock with Pelting, eased as it 
became clear the long wait would go on. “There remain only a , 
few points of disagreement (between Britain and China) which 
could and should be resolved,” Mr. Patten told Hong Kong's 
Legislative Council. “1 don't want to sound gloomy, I don’t want 
to sound pessimistic, but these are very difficult matters... I hope 
that we can approach them in a spirit of realism as well as with 
such hope as is appropriate in these circumstances,” he said. 

Swiss to vote on casinos, petrol tax 

ZURICH (R) — Swiss voters decide Sunday on controversial 
proposals to legalise gambling casinos and raise a petrol tax, 
.measures the government sees as vital to control Switzerland's 
budget deficit. The Swiss will also vote on a proposal for the 
complete abolition of medical experiments on animals. However, 
this measure is unlikely to win much support as it is more 
restrictive than two previous proposals in 1985 and 1992 which 
were both dearly rejected. The Finance Ministry is grappling with 
a federal budget deficit of up to five billion Swiss francs ($3-28 
billion) compared to last year's three billion ($1.97 billion). It says 
an extra petrol tax of 20 centimes (0.13) per litre is needed to 
boost state coffers by an annual 1.3 billion francs ($852.2 million). 
“The situation of federal finances has deteriorated dramatically 
since 1991,” Finance Minister Otto Stich said earlier this week. 
“This requires action.” 

IRA suspects charged 

LONDON (R) — Security sources have warned that the IRA 
might stage a “spectacular” reprisal attack in London after a 
police swoop on a house in the British capita! discovered weapons 
and explosives. Two suspected Irish guerrillas arrested in the raid 
were charged Thursday with a bomb attack which injured three 
people outride Harrods Department Store in January. “What we 
fear is the backlash reaction of a big spectacular,'* one security 
source said. “When terrorists have suffered setbacks like tins they 
will be desperate to do a spectacular and will want to do it in 
London.” The Irish Republican Army (IRA) has fought a long 
and bitter guerrilla campaign to end British rale in Northern 
Ireland and the source said history showed that when one team 
was disrupted another would be activated straight away. 

Zambia arrests alleged coup plotters 

JOHANNESBURG (R) — Zambian police arrested seven 
people Friday, including a son of former President Kenneth 
Kaunda, in connection with an alleged coup plot. Foreign 
Minister Vernon Mwaanga said. The arrests were announced 
after President Frederick Chiluba declared a limited state of 
emergency Thursday night and suggested Iraq and Iran were 
implicated. Mr. Mwaanga. in a telephone interview from Lusaka, 
said information received by police from merabrs of the opposi- 
tion United National Independence Parly (UNIP) “indurated the 
funding for the operation is being obtained from Iraq and Iran.” 
Zambia’s relations with the two countries were under review and 
a decision would be taken next week. 



UJS. Air Force photographer Staff Sgt. Michael C. airdrop of food and medical aid over caster *0®°“ 
Fndc (left) b. steaded by StaffSgt. Gregory L. ' (AFP photo) 

Herron as they prepare to videotape the fourth 

Khasbulatov rejects Yeltsin plan 


MOSCOW (R) — Parliament 
Chairman Ruslan Khasbulatov 
Friday blasted President Boris 
Yeltsin’s {dan to resolve Russia’s 
power struggle as an ultimatum 
and said the scope for coopera- 
tion was fast diminishing. 

Mr. Yeltsin has proposed 
transferring the vast country's 
Central Bonk from parliamentary 
to government control and freez- 
ing all constitutional changes to 
try to keep reforms on trade and 
resolve a dispute over who should 
rule Russia. 

But in remarks likely to widen 
the -golf between the conserva- 
tive legislature and the 
democratically-elected Yeltsin, 
Mr. Khasbulatov told parliament: 
“There cannot be any question of 
adopting this document, which 
constitutes an ultimatum.” 

Mr. Khasbulatov, Mr. Yeltsin’s 
mam rival, said he favoured find- 
ing a way to cooperate but added: 
“The basis for cooperation is 
dramatically narrowing.'* 

“This situation came as a result 
of extremely aggressive, be- 
haviour by the executive author- 
ities,” be added, referring to the 
branch of government headed by 
Mr. Yeltsin. 

“The potential of this authority 
is almost over and ft.faJiyingjtp 
destabilise die legislature,” ' said 
Mr. Khasbulatov, who beads the 
standing parliament and the 
conservative-dominated Con- 
gress of People’s Deputies, Rus- 
sia’s supreme legislature. 


Parliament, as expected, voted 
to s nmmo n a meeting of Congress 
ifro March 10 to debate the consti- 
tutional crisis, which is paralysing 
that' c o untr y and undermining 
Mr. Yeltsin’s authority. 

Some conservatives are also 
demanding Mr. Yeltsin' 1 ' explain ' 
a meeting he held Wednesday 
with military generals who urged 
him, according to media reports, 
to take “decisive measures” to 
resolve the political deadlock. 

Political analysts say Mr. Yelt- 
sin's ability to keep Russia on the 
path of reform is under increasing 
threat. A top U.S. intelligence 
expert said tins week the situation 
was more worrying than at any 
time since the 1991 Soviet coup. 

Mr. Khasbulatov suggested 
next week's Congress should de- 
cide on the constitutional 
agreement-proposed by Mr. Yeit- 
sm- ■ 

Mr. Yeltsin has said if parlia- 
ment rejects bis power-sharing 
deal he will go ahead with a 
national referendum on April 11 
to ask the country's 150 million 
people who should rule Russia, 
parliament or president. 

But this, too, would require the 
approval of Congress, where 
oppos i t i on to the plebiscite is 
strong. , \ - 

The last Congress,, in Decem- 
ber, ended in humiliation for Mr. 
Yeltsin when deputies rejected 
his favoured candidate for prime 
minister, radical Yegor Gaidar, 
in favour of the more conserva- 


tive Viktor Chernomyrdin. 

Nikolai Ryabov, deputy chair- 
man of parliament and head of its 
negotiating group on the Yeltsin 
proposals, said the president's 
latest plan would strip the legisla- 
ture of power. 

“If the Supreme Soviet (parlia- 
ment) adopts such an agreement 
it will sign not only its own death 
warrant but that of the whole 
emerging legislative system in this 
country,” he said. 

Mr. Ryabov said Mr. Yeltsin 
wanted to amend the constitution 
because “the president and his 
team are afraid that under the 
influence of the worsening econo- 
mic situation Congress might de- 
cide the experience of the pres- 
idency was unsuccessful and 
abandon it.” 

Congress is theoretically empo- 
wered under the constitution to 
abolish the presidency, and some 
hardliners have called for Mr. 
Yeltsin's impeachment. 

First Deputy Prime Minister 
Vladimir Shumeiko, responding 
to Mr. Ryabov's speech on Mr. 
Yeltsin’s behalf, said the presi- 
dent was prepared to be flexible 
over the form of the proposed 
agreement and to form a working 
group to redraft it. 

Meanwhile fomier US. Presi- 
dent Richard Nixon wrote in Fri- 
day’s News York Times that the 
major foreign policy issue facing 
President Bill Clinton is the suc- 
cess of political and economic 
reforms m Russia. 


Diana holds hands with hospitalised lepers 


KATMANDU (AP) — Princess 
Diana's tour of this Himalayan 
ki ngdom took her to a leprosy 
hospital and she spent an hour 
bolding patients' hands and 
sharing their woes. 

The 11 0-bed Ananbban Lep- 
rosy Hospital, on the southern 
edge of Katmandu, Valley, is run 
by Leprosy Mission Internation- 
al, a London-based relief agency 
that counts' Princess Diana as a 
patron. 

The' Princess of Wales went 
through the different wards and 
chatted with the patients while 
sitting on the edge of their beds. 

“She was well demonstrating' 
that she was not afraid of the 
disease,” the medical superinten- 


dent of the hospital. Dr. Ruth 
Bui tin, said. “The princess took 
interest in each of the individual 
patients she met” 

She also laid a bouquet at a 
memorial honouring the 167 peo- 
ple, including 34 Britons, who 
died five months ago when a 
Pakistan International Airlines 
jetfiner crashed near Katmandu 
Airport. 

Princess Diana walked around 
the arc shaped tnemoral reading 
the names, each of which has' 
been carved into a separate mar- 
ble bride. 

She began her four-day visit to 
Nepal on Thesday. It is her first 
trip abroad since she and Prince 
Charles separated in December. 


Earlier Thursday, she visited 
Bubhanilkantha School, which is 
modelled on a British school, and 
formally opened a new duiuutory 
for orb. The school, established 
in 1972, has 160 students, includ- 
ing 81 girls. Its graduates indude 
Crown Prince Dipendra. 

" Princess Diana also went to the 
British Gurkha camp in a suburb 
of Katmandu where she was 
greeted by a bagpipe player. She 
visited the 253 recruits who re- 
cently arrived from the moun- 
tains. 

Princess Diana toured Mount- 
Everest in a helicopter Wednes- 
day, 40 years after a British ex- 
pedition became the first to reach 
the summit of the world's highest 
mountain. 


Major forced on defensive after 
comment on Thatcher legacy 


LONDON (Agencies) — British 
Prime Minister John Major has 
been forced onto the defensive 
after the Labour Party said his 
criticisms of the 1980s industrial 
policies of Margaret Thatcher’s 
government were an attack on his 
predecessor.. 

John Smith, leader of the 
opposition Labour Party, in he- 
ated parliamentary exchanges 
Thursday accused Mr. Major of 
trying to blame Baroness Thatch- 
er for “the abject failure of your 
government’s economic poli- 
ties." 

In an interview with the Inde- 
pendent newspaper published 
Thursday, Mr. Major said he had 
never accepted the downgrading 
of the manufacturing industry in 
favour of the service sector in the 
1980s. This was taken by Labour 
as an attack on Mrs. Th atche r. 

The prime minister’s insistence 
that Mr. Smith had been “mis- 
led” by newspaper reports only 
led to derisive laughter from 
Labour benches. Mr. Major said: 
“Lady Thatcher did more to help 
British industry than the Labour' 
Party has ever done.” 

Mr. Major’s remarks on down- 
grading manufacturing were: “I * 
don’t agree with it. I didn't agree 
with it in the eighties, I was a 
minority view in the eighties. I 
am not a minority view now and 

anyway Train a better position 10 

expound my views." 

In parliament Mr. Smith asked: 
“Can you explain what you 

meant when you said you were in 
I a minority m Lady Thatcher’s' 
. administration?” . adding the 
' comments wens “revealing” ab- 


out Mr. Maior, Jtreasnry secretary 
and chancellor in Lady Thatch- 
er’s team. 

Mr. Major retorted: “If you 
had read the source material you 
would have seen that the question 
put to me was that the Idea got 
about in the 1980b that malting 
things was not so important — 
not my view, not Lady Thatcher’s 
view and not the view of the then 

government.” 

In a separate development, 
Mr. Major has Jtaken a whack at 
the “gongs,” announcing Thurs- 
day that merit will dictate who 
gets the 2,000-odd knighthoods, 
peerages and shiny gold medals 
awarded each year. 

Mr "Major also abolished the 
old class distinction between 
bravery medals, which reserved 
the nnHtajfy cross for officers and 
the military medal for grants. 

Opposition' lawmamkers jeered 
much of Mr. Major’s speech and 
said his reforms didn’t go far 
enough. 

“If he really means what he 
says about stopping automatic 
honours, could he not usefully 
start with Conservative members 
of parliament?” said Mr. Smith. 

In a country which sometimes 
appears to be organised like a 
costume party, with its hierarchy 
identified by ye Okie titles and 
antique costumes, the distribu- 
tion of honours is taken most' 
seriously. 

"The whole system makes the 
country look Bee a fan g hm gstock. 
when people are bedecked in 
ribbons that have no meaning, 
.tint in some caes are having old 


poStical debts paid off for reasons 
that are very 1 cfisrcpataWc,” * said 
Labour Party lawmaker ' Tony - 
Benn, who wants the honours 
system abolished. 

The system dates to the 17th 
century when monarefas sold 
knighthoods to pay for military 
adventures. 

During the 11 years Margaret 
Thatcher was prime minister, just 
over 40 per cent of the 176 
peerages and knighthoods recom- 
mended for businessmen went to 
those who had contributed to the 
Conservative Party. 

Unsung heroes are honoured 
from time to time, such as the 
ornithologist who found out what 
was killing the queen’s swans, 
and the caterer who fed rescue 
workers following the 1987 crash 
of Pan Am Flight 103 over Lock- 
erbie, Scotland. 

But certain jobs virtually 
guarantee the holder a knight- 
hood, or “X” as it's known to 
aspiring sirs. That includes 
ambassadors, the head of Scot- 
land Yard, and permanent secre- 
taries who ran government mini* , 
tries like Sir Humphrey of the 
“yes, minister,” TV series. 

“Awards should not be auto- 
matic and follow simply as a 
result of doing a particular job,” 
Mr. Major. “Honours should be 
awarded on merit for exceptional 
achievement or exceptional ser- 
vice over and above that which 
normally might be expected.” ‘ 

The only automatic honours 
will be for High Court judges, to 
retain their independence. 



Whitney Houston 
gives birth to a girl . 

MENDHAM, New Jersey 

Whitney Houston gave birth ra 

a 6 pound, 12-ounce (3- 
Idlogramme) girl with her hus- 
band. fellow singer Bobby 
Brown, at her side. Ms. Houston 
and her daughter were resting 
comfortably, said her spokes- 
woman, Usta Mintelmann. She 
said the baby’s name had not yet 
been chosen. Ms. Houston, 29. 
and Brown, 24. were married at 
their home in Mendham last 
June. Brown said last month he 
was hoping for a girl and that she 
would be named Bobbi. Ms. 
Houston starred in the recent, 
movie “The Bodyguard, and Jiejr 
single from the movie, I Will 
Always Love You, was No. 2 on 
the billboard chart last week. She 
has two other singles in the top 
20. Brown’s single. Get Away, 
was No. 14. The child was Ms. 
Houston's first and Brown’s 
fourth. 

Agents crack down on 
hi-tech computerised 
child porn 

MIAMI (R) — Federal agents 
have conducted a nationwide 
search for evidence against “com- 
puter perverts” who use interna- 
tional computer bulletin boards 
to traffic in child pornography, 
U.S. customs officials said. Au- 
thorities say people ,‘can use com- 
puter modems and phone lines to $ 
import child pornography from - 
Danish-based bulletin boards. 
The cutting edge porn technology 
enables the users to display the 
images on computer screens, 
store them on an ordinary floppy 
disk, or print them with the quali- 
ty of a photograph. Several hun- 
dred federal agents served 31 
search warrants in 15 states and 
30 cities as a result of Operation 
Longarm, the largest -ever ami- 
child pornography effori 
mounted by U.S. authorities, 
officials said. Customs officials 
said they were still going through 
the evidence. Arrests could he 
made in the future, after agents 
examine seized computer re- 
cords, officials said. At the heart 
of Operation Longarm was the 
importation of sexually-explirit 
pictures of children “hi-tech child 
pornography coming from fore- 
ign countries to the United States 
through a modem,” said customs 
agent Bill Rosenblatt. “This is 
digitising photographs, if you 
will.” 

China’s imperial » 
survivor in hospital * 

PEKING (R) — China’s imperial 
survivor, the 86-year-old brother 
of tiie last emperor, is in hospital, 
officials said Friday. Officials at 
the Peking Union Hospital gave 
new details of Aisin Giorro Pu 
Jie’s illness. One said it was “old 
age” and not serious and others 
hung up the phone when asked 
for information. An official of the - 
Public Health Ministry said spe- V 
dal government permission was 
needed to discuss the case Mr 
Pu Jle, younger brother of Chi- 
na’s last emperor and once heir- 
apparant to the throne of the 
Japanese puppet state of Man- 
cfaukuo, was last seen in public in * 
October when he met Emperor*# 
Akihito, the first Japanese 
monarch to visit China. Mr Pu 
Jie was schooled in Japan and is 
married to a member of its aris- 
tocracy. He eventful life saw him 

by turn prince, prisoner of war 
traitor and now retired scholar! 

Man jailed for over 
400 years in 
sex slave case 

LOS ANGELES (R) a 
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